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YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US



Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.

BEACH BREAKS
Whenever you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration  

and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now. 

For close-to-home escapes or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your  
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable vacation.  

Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands, perks,  
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com. 





It’s a great time to dream about future travel using Wanderlist, Virtuoso’s digital travel planning tool.

Create a shared list with friends and family that will help you and your advisor craft a lifetime of unforgettable travels.

virtuoso.com/wanderlist

 I                     

What's on your Wanderlist?
 I                     
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Stop daydreaming about getting away 

and start planning today with our 2021 

Caribbean sailings. Experience the luxury 

of our award-winning fleet, including the 

revolutionary Celebrity Edge® and new 

Celebrity ApexSM. 

Now drinks, Wi-Fi, and tips are included  

on every Celebrity cruise.* It’s that simple. 

onderRETURNS

Notice: Prior to booking, please consult all applicable U.S. Centers for Disease Control travel advisories, warnings, or recommendations relating to cruise travel, available at www.cdc.gov/travel/notices. If a certain 

threshold level of COVID-19 is detected onboard your cruise ship during your voyage, your voyage will be ended immediately, the ship will return to the port of embarkation, and your subsequent travel, including 

your return home, may be restricted or delayed. Due to evolving health protocols, imagery and messaging may not accurately reflect the onboard and destination experiences, offerings, features, or itineraries. 

These may not be available during your voyage, may vary by ship and destination, and may be subject to change without notice.

*Always Included pricing applies to sailings booked and departing on or after November 17, 2020, excluding Galapagos cruises, in an inside through AquaClass® stateroom (eligible bookings). All guests in an 

eligible booking who choose Always Included pricing will receive Classic Beverage Packages, gratuities included, and unlimited Surf internet packages. All guests in a stateroom must choose the same pricing 

package. Visit celebrity.com for complete details. ©2021 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. 

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS.

A NEW WORLD IS WAITING

ALWAYS INCLUDEDSM 
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On selected 2021 and 2022 voyages. Book and pay in full by April 30, 2021.

UP TO 20% SAVINGS WITH EARLY BOOKING BONUS

Plus

POLAR

ALL-INCLUSIVE 

TRANSFERS

TRANSFERS BETWEEN 
AIRPORT, HOTEL AND SHIP

HOTELS *

1 NIGHT PRE 
AND POST HOTEL

EXPEDITION 

EXCURSIONS

IN EVERY DESTINATION

FLIGHTS

ECONOMY 
ROUNDTRIP FLIGHTS

*If necessary due to air connection

NOTICE: For U.S. cruises and guests: Prior to booking, please consult all applicable U.S. Centers for Disease Control travel advisories, warnings, or recommendations relating to cruise travel, available at http://www.cdc.gov/travel/notices. If a certain threshold level of COVID-19 is detected 
onboard your cruise ship during your voyage, your voyage will be ended immediately and the ship will return to the port of embarkation, and your subsequent travel, including your return home, may be restricted or delayed.



ADVENTURE BEGINS AT 

THE EDGE OF THE WORLD

LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER TO THE 

AUTHENTIC BEAUTY OF ANTARCTICA 

Enjoy exclusive benefi ts when you book through your Virtuoso travel advisor. receive up to 

$300 shipboard credit per person on select voyages. 

If brushing tails with penguins and kayaking past colossal icebergs doesn’t ignite your adventurous spirit, plying the eponymous Drake Passage and stepping 
foot on the White Continent certainly will. Antarctica is nothing short of heart-stopping. Silversea Expeditions take you to the edge of the world with all the 
comforts you love. Aided by a team of world-class experts, our ultra-luxury ships are modern gems of design, excelling in both fine living and exploration.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Early Booking Bonus Program: Offer valid on new bookings made between December 15, 2020 to April 30, 2021 on voyages departing from June 1, 2021. Guests will receive up to 20% savings on the Silver Privilege fare for select voyages if full payment is received 
no later than April 30, 2021; full payment includes the cruise fare and any outstanding balances on the booking (air, hotels, transfers and land programs). Offer not valid for full World Cruises. Bookings made before or after the promotional period will not qualify for the savings. Other 
restrictions apply. All fares, savings, offers, programs, and itineraries are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Silversea reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions. Contact your travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions.
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Editor’s Note

Y PASSPORT  UST THINK I’ IN JAIL ”

a friend quipped one February afternoon 

when winter was at its worst, with gray 

skies and temperatures below freezing all 

day. It’s normally the perfect time of year for the Virtu-

oso Life team to produce an issue celebrating getaways 

that beckon with the allure of warm weather, sandy 

beaches, and umbrella drinks.  

Our new normal, however, requires a bit more flex-

ibility when it comes to pandemic planning. Hence, 

our editorial lineup takes a now-and-later approach: 

a mix of travel opportunities that might be realistic 

now, as well as farther-flung inspiration for future 

travel dreams. We recognize that everyone’s comfort level with travel differs, and even those 

who are ready to go may be grounded based on where you live or where you want to visit. 

With restrictions and regulations morphing by the day, we strive to keep our eyes (and yours) 

toward the sun and look ahead to when we can finally break out – our passports, that is.

As I write this, a question mark hovers over my own upcoming spring break travel plans: 

a trip with my high-school senior son, a group of his classmates, and their parents. We 

tapped a Virtuoso travel agency to begin planning a year ago, and I can’t overstate how 

much I appreciate the value of working with professionals. They have helped our group 

make sense of Covid policy changes, crafted an alphabet’s worth of backup itineraries 

(plans A, B, C, and beyond), booked and rebooked hotel and air reservations, and deftly 

fielded inquiries from parents anxious for reassurance and answers to what-if worries. 

(And we’re only one trip – so when you can, hug your travel advisor!) Even if our plans are 

ultimately canceled, I’m grateful for the mood boost of just having those dates circled on 

the calendar – but I’m also really ready for that umbrella drink. Here’s looking forward to 

nothing but blue skies ahead.

M

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR & 

VICE PRESIDENT  CONTENT
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Here Comes the Sun
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                                Orozco beach bag, $58, mymariavictoria.com.
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Worth the Wait
20 Exotic Global Destinations. 

Award-winning fleet of private yachts. 

Flexible Booking Terms & Strict Sanitization Protocols.

50+ years of experience. Your next great vacation awaits.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

British Virgin Islands | Antigua | U.S Virgin Islands 

Florida | Grenada | Martinique | St. Lucia | St. Martin 

Bahamas | Belize | Croatia | Greece | Italy  

Seychelles | Tahiti | Thailand
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YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

“Margarita. Frozen. 

With lots of salt, por 
favor. Bonus points if I 

can enjoy it beneath a 

palapa on the beach in 

Los Cabos.”

“A pint of the local craft 

beer – IPA if possible, 

and if it’s in a frosty-cold 

glass, even better.”

“The daiquiris and 

smoothies Garth makes 

at Grace Bay Club’s taco 

stand. What I would give 

for one right now!”

“The prosecco- and 

St-Germain-spiked 

Hugo I first tried on 

the Regent Seven Seas 
Explorer. It’s refreshing 

and not so boozy – when 

you start the day early 

in the cabana, that’s 

important.” – T.L.

“FAVORITE

BEACH DRINK?”

BEACH BUDDY: Guanabana’s hand-

woven toquilla-straw sombrero. 

$178 at guanabana.es.
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VIRTUOSO�TRAVEL�ADVISOR�

FOR�RESERVATIONS�

*Virtuoso exclusive amenities apply. 
Book and stay by May 26, 2021. Subject to 
availability. Please note that all package 
inclusions are exclusive of any applicable 

taxes, resort fee, and gratuities.
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Photographer

Lucy Laucht

Cornwall, England

“The Light Fantastic,” 

page 80

THE REPORT: “I’ve 

always been drawn to 

beach scenes – the 

tones, textures, and 

sight of people relaxed 

and at play.”

TOP FAMILY-TRAVEL 

MEMORY: “One of my 

earliest travel memo-

ries is of driving to 

France with my dad. 

We’d set out in the 

middle of the night, 

arriving in Dover at 

dawn to catch the 

morning ferry. I recall 

eating a lot of bread 

and cheese, camping in 

the middle of nowhere, 

and meeting all kinds of 

people. It was always a 

great adventure and no 

doubt shaped the way I 

travel today.”

 @lucylaucht

Photographer

Lauryn Ishak

Singapore

“Vietnam’s Royal 

Secret,” page 68

THE REPORT: “I shot 

this story pre-Covid, 

so it feels like a distant 

dream of days full of 

carefree exploration. 

The two resorts are so 

remote that getting to 

them takes time and 

is an adventure in itself.”

TOP FAMILY-TRAVEL 

MEMORY: “My father 

loved driving and going 

on road trips. It was 

always a treat to be 

able to stop wher-

ever we wanted, for 

whatever reason, for 

however long. In high 

school, during summer 

holidays, which we usu-

ally spent in California, 

we’d drive up or down 

the coast, visiting new 

or favorite places.”

 @laurynishak

Writer

David Hochman

Los Angeles

“Vietnam’s Royal 

Secret,” page 68

THE REPORT: “The 

biggest stress of the 

day at Six Senses Ninh 

Van Bay was hitting the 

overwater hammock 

at the optimal photo-

ready moment: At low 

tide, you might not get 

the mint-green sea in 

your shot. At high tide, 

you’d be bobbing in the 

water. Still, either way it 

was glorious.”

TOP FAMILY-TRAVEL 

MEMORY: “It’s hard to 

beat dining in Soneva 

Kiri’s Treepod with my 

family while on as-

signment in Thailand 

for Virtuoso Life a few 

years ago – servers 

delivering meals via  

zip line, branches sway-

ing with the tropical 

breeze. As I reported 

then: ‘It made you want 

to hug someone.’ ”

 @heyhochman

Writer

Sarah Khan

New York City

“Our Kind of Carib-

bean,” page 54

THE REPORT: “I’ve 

always thought of 

Saint Bart’s as the 

sun-kissed idyll where 

billionaires converge. 

But while reporting this 

story, I discovered its 

distinctive patois, mar-

kets, and festivals – and 

now I want to explore 

that side of the island 

for myself. I also can’t 

wait to spend a week 

eating my way around 

Puerto Rico.”

TOP FAMILY-TRAVEL 

MEMORY: “When my 

grandmother passed 

away, my family trav-

eled back to Hydera- 

bad, India, a city that’s 

always been like a 

second home for us. 

My parents took my 

siblings and me on a 

personalized tour – my 

dad’s birthplace, my 

mom and grandmoth-

er’s college – and it was 

such a special way to 

celebrate her ties, and 

ours, to her city.”

 @BySarahKhan
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Just Back

Egyptian Passage
Crowd-free pyramids and a private viewing of King Tut’s  

tomb fulfill a lifelong goal.

SANDY STAPLES HAS DREAMED OF VISIT-

ing Egypt since she was 10 years old. “It all 

stemmed from a summer art class that my 

mother signed me up for, in which the teacher 

focused on Egyptian artifacts,” she says. Last 

November, the Granite Bay, California-based 

travel agency owner joined a small group of 

Virtuoso advisors and set out to explore the 

land of the pharaohs from Cairo to Luxor to 

Aswan with Big Five Tours & Expeditions.

WHY NOW? It’s definitely possible to travel 

safely in Egypt, and with few people visiting 

now, touring within the country is quite easy. 

After not having tourists for seven months, 

Egyptians were excited to see us and super 

accommodating – some told us we were 

a sign of hope. I didn’t have any concerns 

about traveling within the country. My main 

worry prior to departure was obtaining a 

negative Covid-19 test within the time win-

dow for arriving in Europe and Egypt, and if 

my flights were delayed or canceled, would it 

still be valid?

FIRST IMPRESSIONS Honestly, it took a few days 

for me to really comprehend that I was  

actually in Egypt, seeing, learning, and  

An etching inside the tomb of Ramses IX  
and (above) Sandy Staples at the Red 
Pyramid at Dahshur, built around BC 2550.
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URBAN OUTPOSTS Luxor is much smaller than I 

had imagined, and its main sites are right in 

the middle of the city. I was also surprised 

by the pyramids of Giza – it’s surreal to see 

them sitting right outside Cairo. 

NEED TO KNOW Egypt is for soft-adventure trav-

elers who are active and reasonably fit, as  

it involves days with lots of walking in all 

sorts of terrain, not to mention heat and 

very dry conditions. It helps if you have a 

go-with-the-flow attitude; itineraries and 

plans can change very quickly. Read up on 

weather for when you’re visiting, and make 

sure to heed dress codes for women to 

respect the culture.  

the valley, our party of four was there 

along with maybe ten others total, and Big 

Five was able to secure us private access 

to the tomb; we were allowed to stay there 

as long as we wished. This scenario played 

out in several of the areas we visited.

A GREAT BASE The Sofitel Legend Old Cata-

ract Aswan was by far my favorite of the 

three hotels we stayed at. Its location on 

the Nile overlooking the Nubian Desert 

is amazing, the property’s surrounding 

gardens are beautiful and make for a very 

serene setting, and its rich history includes 

the suite where Agatha Christie wrote 

Death on the Nile. 

experiencing all this ancient history. Since 

the art class that sparked my interest, I 

have always had a fascination with the 

Anubis jackal statue that was found in King 

Tut’s tomb. When we arrived at the Egyp-

tian Museum, it was one of the first things 

I saw among Tut’s artifacts, and it literally 

brought me to tears.

ROYAL TREATMENT The lack of crowds at main 

historic and archaeological sites made 

for a very pleasant and leisurely trip, with 

perks. For example: Typically (pre-pan-

demic), visitors are allotted 15- to 20-min-

ute time slots to explore King Tut’s tomb 

in the Valley of the Kings. When we toured 

“After not having tourists for seven months, Egyptians 
were excited to see us and super accommodating – 

some told us we were a sign of hope.”

 From left: The Anubis statue from King Tut’s tomb and a traditional felucca cruising the Nile near Aswan.



stay safe and
keep dreaming
Get a head start on safety so you’re 

ready when it’s time to travel again.

Introducing Alert Center, your new TravelSmart™

safety feature—with instant, location-specifi c 

updates to keep you posted on travel-related 

issues wherever you are in the world. It’s one of 

the many ways Allianz Travel Insurance will have 

your back when travel is back.

Download TravelSmart™ in the App Store

or Google Play.

†Allianz Global Assistance does not charge for this service. Message and data rates may apply from your mobile carrier.

iOS, iPhone and App Store are trademarks of Apple Inc. Android and Google Play are trademarks of Google Inc.

Terms, conditions, and exclusions apply. Plan(s) underwritten by BCS Insurance Company or Jeff erson Insurance Company. AGA Service Company 
is the licensed producer and administrator of these plans. Plans include insurance benefi ts and assistance services. Contact AGA Service Company at 800-284-8300 

or  9950 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233 or customerservice@allianzassistance.com. 400008614_05052020
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Caribbean Buzz
From Necker Island, his rebuilt, private-island resort in the British Virgin Islands, Richard Branson can spy his newest villa venture,  

Moskito Island, two miles across the strait. The 125-acre isle is home to ten estates set to become available this spring. Open now, the  

oceanfront Branson Estate houses 11 bedrooms in three villas linked by raised wooden walkways: the central Headland House, with a wrap-

around infinity pool; the strandside Beach Villa; and the Bali-inflected Mangrove Villa. In addition to the estate’s private beach, guests have 

access to the island’s communal Beach House, with its infinity pool, bar, two Astroturf tennis courts, and equipment for paddleboarding,  

wakeboarding, kitesurfing, snorkeling, and diving. Chefs prepare meals in the villas or at the Beach House (equipped with a pizza oven),  

and staff organize treasure hunts and beach Olympics for children of all ages. Estate rental $25,000 per night for up to 22 guests,  

including all meals and drinks and a rum tasting with the head chef.

 A                                                                        
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 OUT & ABOUT 

Game On
Travel less, see more: That’s the premise of andBeyond’s new weeklong safari program in South Africa’s Phinda Private 

Game Reserve. Rather than transiting from camp to camp in classic safari fashion, the itinerary has travelers roam the 

vast 70,560-acre preserve, exploring woodlands, grasslands, and wetlands in depth while based at the 23-room Phinda 

Mountain Lodge. Game drives in a private vehicle to spot the “big five” are interspersed with bush walks, sleepovers un-

der the stars, sunrise trips to the wetlands of Maputaland, and visits to Zulu villages. Guests can participate in conserva-

tion efforts such as rhino darting, and even scuba dive in the Indian Ocean’s Sodwana Bay. Seven-day safaris from $2,133  

per person for a group of eight, including all meals, two private game drives per day, and round-trip airport transfers.

Renowned for its glass-domed-train journeys through the Canadian Rockies, the Rocky Mountaineer will swing south 

this summer with a new two-day trip between Denver and Moab, Utah. Passengers on the Rockies to the Red Rocks route 

thread through canyons carved by the Colorado River by day while dining on Southwestern cuisine. At the midpoint in 

Glenwood Springs, Colorado, everyone disembarks for an overnight stay before carrying on to the sandstone region of 

Moab, gateway to Arches National Park. Departures: Multiple dates, August 15 through October 23; from $1,250.

ALL ABOARD

Dinner with a view in 
South Africa.

Arches National Park and (left) 
the Rocky Mountaineer.
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Making up for a year of lockdowns, Abercrombie & Kent founder Geoffrey Kent will lead 48 travelers – and 

a companion physician to ensure everyone’s health – on a new dash across four continents via a private 757 

outfitted with lie-f lat seats. Departing from Seattle, the jet-setters will explore Japan, Laos, and Vietnam; 

continue for a beach break in the Maldives; take in the less-touristed African countries of Eritrea and Benin; 

then cross the Atlantic to Brazil before wrapping up with a Mardi Gras-style send-off from the Big Easy. 

Departure: October 14; from $160,000 per person, including all meals and activities.

SLOW-TRAVEL CHALLENGE  By year’s end, the new E gl  d            will circumscribe the country with a 2,795-mile track – the world’s longest 

coastal trail – hugging the shore for human-powered travel among Yorkshire cliffs, Norfolk dunes, and Dorset coves.

Around the World 
in 26 Days

Fr m l f : Ok y m , J p  ; Ri ’    p c b    B  c ;   d     r c  figur d 757 f r Ab rcr mbi  & K   ’  j    rip 

T               
i        
T               
i        
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Breath of Fresh Air

In September, a group of health 

experts – dubbed the Healthy Sail 

Panel – recommended that cruise 

ships upgrade heating, ventilation, 

and air-conditioning systems to 

 reduce guests’ exposure to infec-

tious aerosols and droplets. While 

the CDC hasn’t mandated upgrad-

ing HVAC systems, a number of 

lines have proactively done so, 

including Virgin Voyages, set to 

launch the 2,770-passenger Scarlet 

Lady this summer. The ship’s bipo-

lar ionization system scrubs the air 

with charged ions that inactivate 

viruses, including coronaviruses. 

Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings 

has also committed to the technol-

ogy in an overhaul of all of its 28 

ships across Norwegian Cruise 

Line, Oceania Cruises, and Regent 

Seven Seas Cruises.

Pet Prohibition

Under new U.S. Department  

of Transportation rules, potbellied 

pigs and other emotional support 

animals have lost frequent-flier 

privileges. The agency no longer 

qualifies these creatures as ser-

vice animals; the latter are now 

defined as dogs “trained to work or 

perform tasks for the benefit of a 

person with a disability.” Pets and 

emotional support animals may still 

fly, depending on airline policies, 

which normally allow cats and dogs 

in the cabin if they can fit in a carrier 

stowed underneath the seat  

in front of you. 

Advisor Intel

For travelers seeking a coro- 

navirus test without the lines,  

Santa Fe-based Virtuoso advisor 

Freda Anderson recommends Pixel 

by LabCorp’s at-home collection 

kit, which she recently used to 

self-administer a PCR nasal swab 

Covid-19 test prior to traveling to 

Croatia. “The test box arrives by 

FedEx overnight, you take the test 

at home on a weekday and send it 

back by FedEx the same day, and in 

24 to 48 hours they email you the 

results,” she says. The lab can bill 

the $119 fee directly to your insur-

ance company. pixel.labcorp.com.

Passport

 TRAVELER’S TOOL KIT 
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  WORLD TRAVEL: AN IRREVER-
ENT GUIDE BY ANTHONY BOURDAIN 

AND LAURIE WOOLEVER (Ecco, 

$35) Who else, besides the late, 

great Tony Bourdain, will tell 

you what might happen to your 

innards after you indulge in an 

authentic Swiss raclette dinner? 

In this posthumous guide to na-

tions large and small, Bourdain 

identifies classic venues for the 

best local bites. Whether he’s 

recommending Rome’s perfect 

porchetta palace, dishing on 

Edinburgh’s deep-fried hag-

gis, or revealing where to find 

Sri Lanka’s best “short eats” 

(snacks), his voice will have 

you hankering for a return to 

globe-trotting. Bourdain laid 

out his plans for World Travel in 

a 2018 meeting with Woolever, 

whom he often referred to as his 

“lieutenant,” and who conveys 

his wit and wisdom through her 

notes from that meeting, anec-

dotes from Bourdain’s friends 

and family, and transcripts of 

No Reservations. 

  RED ISLAND HOUSE BY ANDREA 

LEE (Scribner, $27) Each section 

of this novel in stories stands 

on its own, but together they 

sketch a family saga, an elegy 

for a relationship, and a portrait 

of Madagascar and its people. 

Shay grew up in a liberal Black 

household in Oakland, Califor-

nia. When she meets and mar-

ries Senna, a wealthy Milanese 

man more than a decade her se-

nior, they move to his new house 

on the fictional island of Nara-

trany in Madagascar, where 

they snowbird for decades. 

Watching Shay’s struggles as la 

signora della casa in the tropics 

adds a punch of bitter greens to 

her privileged life. 

  KLARA AND THE SUN BY KAZUO 

ISHIGURO (Knopf, $28) In an 

unspecified future, children 

frequently gain AFs, or “artificial 

friends,” from stores that circu-

late new models as frequently 

as Apple does iPhones today. 

Klara, a girl AF, having been on 

the sales floor for some time, 

has developed remarkable 

powers of observation. When 

a young teen named Josie 

chooses her at last, Klara be-

gins to understand that Josie’s 

mother may have purchased 

her for a different purpose than 

either she or Josie believed. 

Ishiguro’s first novel since win-

ning the Nobel Prize is an eerie 

parable about our relationship 

to different kinds of intelligence, 

not just AI. 

  RAFT OF STARS BY ANDREW 

J. GRAFF (Ecco, $27) In 1994, 

10-year-old best friends 

Fischer “Fish” Branson and Dale 

“Bread” Breadwin are growing 

up in rural Claypot, Wisconsin, 

Fish trying to shield Bread from 

his abusive father. One night, 

he fails, and as a shot rings out, 

they flee into the woods, believ-

ing they’ve committed murder. 

As they brave a white-water 

gorge on a getaway raft, their 

loved ones search for them: 

Fish’s mother, his grandfather, 

a gas-station attendant named 

Tiffany, and the local sheriff. 

Throughout both physical and 

emotional journeys, each char-

acter’s voice remains fresh and 

immediate from start to finish in 

this beautiful debut novel.

 BOOKS 

CARRY-ON COMPANIONS
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In downtown Charleston, chef and former host of A Chef ’s Life Vivian Howard gives 

her new coffee shop, Handy & Hot, Southern f lavor with air-dried-sausage biscuits, 

fontina and basil-sauce hand pies, chilled shrimp succotash, and butterbean hummus 

to go. Coming this spring: Lenoir, the big sister next door, championing creative inter-

pretations of the agricultural South, such as local crudo with buttermilk nuoc cham. 

68 Wentworth Street; handyandhot.com.

Australian jeweler Kate McCoy’s 

new 20-piece Nature’s Trea-

sury collection pays homage to 

Cambodia’s 15-tent Shinta Mani 

Wild, gateway to an 865-acre 

preserve in South Cardamom 

National Park. Diamonds, rubies, 

and other fi ne gems stud neck-

laces, earrings, bangles, and 

rings inspired by the lush tropics. 

Proceeds help fund the Wildlife 

Alliance, which protects the 

property from illegal logging and 

poaching. Amaranthine Orchid 

earrings, $28,680, and tie pin, 

$8,750; naturestreasury.com.au.

FOOD & SPIRITS

CHARLESTON TWIST

GOODS TO GO

Benefit 
Bling

Chef Vivian Howard and 
(below) her creations 

at Handy & Hot.



Escape to discover the peaceful

ocean views and vibrant 

city vibes of this elegant 

beachfront hotel in San Juan.  

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO

Fairmont El San Juan Hotel

NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA

The Resort at Pelican Hill

Villas and bungalows are private, 

stand-alone retreats. Golf at two 

courses, swim in three pools, enjoy 

outdoor dining, and take part in 

adventures like kayaking, cycling, 

and hiking. Pelican Peace of Mind 

cleaning and safety protocols ensure 

your well-being is the highest priority.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort 

credit per stay.

Perched on more than 500 

acres of coastal beauty, this 

secluded sanctuary offers 

plenty of space to spread out.

Savor memorable dining experiences.

Construct your wellness journey at 

the spa and fitness center. Enjoy 

exciting water sports or relax in a 

luxury cabana at your choice of 

four pools. Stay four nights or longer 

through December 15, 2021, and receive

your fourth night complimentary. 

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort 

credit per stay.

ADVERTISEMENT

Discover more than 1,400 top hotels and resorts around the world 

where Virtuoso travelers enjoy these exclusive amenities:

ROOM UPGRADE, WHEN AVAILABLE • BREAKFAST DAILY FOR TWO GUESTS PER BEDROOM • 

EARLY CHECK-IN AND LATE CHECKOUT, WHEN AVAILABLE • 

COMPLIMENTARY WI-FI • VIRTUOSO AMENITY

NEW & NOTEWORTHY
HOTEL EXPERIENCES

Palm trees, sand-covered 

feet, and sparkling waters 

delight you at this family-

friendly island retreat.  

RAA ATOLL, MALDIVES

JOALI Maldives

Enchanting villas each offer a private

pool. JOALI Spa by ESPA refreshes 

with customized treatments. Four 

restaurants serve specialty dinners, 

including a menu by two-Michelin-

starred chef Takagi Kazuo. La Joie 

delivers sweet treats for kids, from 

artisanal chocolates to ice cream.    

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $150-value 

food and beverage credit per stay.
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Bon Voyage

Penguins and leopard seals aren’t the White Continent’s only draw this year: Travelers can witness a total solar 

eclipse, only visible in Antarctica, at 7:34 am on December 4. As the moon blocks out the sun, the corona will hang low 

over the horizon of icebergs suddenly gone dark for a celestial phenomenon that won’t occur again until April 2024. 

Here, highlights of solar eclipse sailings.

STAR TREK 
This December, cruise the Southern Ocean to catch the solar eclipse.

Watch an otherworldly  
eclipse in Antarctica. 

 Former NASA 

astronaut Kathryn 

Sullivan, the first 

American woman 

to walk in space, 

will sail with 199 

passengers on 

board Le Lyrial dur-

ing Abercrombie & 

Kent’s 15-day expe-

dition, which kicks 

off with a welcome 

event at Santiago’s 

Observatorio 

Astronómico An-

dino. Departure: 

November 28; from 

$18,995.

 Hurtigruten’s 

18-day round-trip 

expedition on the 

530-passenger 

Roald Amundsen 

from Punta Arenas, 

Chile, includes five 

days of exploring 

Antarctica before 

eclipse-viewing 

and wildlife excur-

sions in the South 

Orkney Islands. De-

parture: November 

24; from $14,855. 

 Three Lindblad 

Expeditions ships, 

the 126-passenger 

National Geo-

graphic Endurance 

and Resolution and 

the 148-passenger 

Explorer, depart for 

24-day sailings off 

South Georgia and 

the Falklands, with 

National Geo- 

graphic photog-

raphers on board 

to share tips for 

shooting a solar 

eclipse. Departures: 

November 17 and 

18; from $25,890.

 A 15-day eclipse 

voyage – including 

Zodiac expeditions 

to spy humpback 

whales, Weddell 

seals, and Adélie 

penguins – stars in 

the inaugural sea-

son of Ponant’s 

newest ship, the 

270-passenger 

polar vessel  

Commandant 

Charcot. Depar-

ture: November 30; 

from $17,790. 

 Award-winning 

National Geo-

graphic night-sky 

photographer 

Babak Tafreshi and 

American Eclipse 

author David Baron 

will join Quark Ex-

peditions’ 17-day 

round-trip voyage 

from Ushuaia, 

Argentina, on the 

172-passenger 

World Explorer. De-

parture: November 

26; from $15,295. 

 Silversea’s 

274-passenger 

Silver Wind sets 

sail from Buenos 

Aires on a 22-day 

cruise that skirts 

Argentina’s Puerto 

Madryn (famous for 

whale-watching); 

the 254-passenger 

Silver Cloud will 

chart a condensed 

11-day course that 

includes a visit to 

Pendulum Cove’s 

geothermal waters. 

Departures: No-

vember 20 and 30; 

from $20,520. 
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Break out the Santa hats 

and mulled wine: Uniworld 

Boutique River Cruises 

will give a nod to Europe’s 

much-loved Christmas mar-

kets, many of which sat out 

the 2020 festive season, by 

bringing back the holidays 

with two eight-day sailings 

aboard the Maria Theresa, 
decked in full festive regalia. 

Expect an onboard Christ-

mas market, winter-themed 

cocktail classes, ginger-

bread-house decorating, 

classic holiday films in the 

onboard cinema, and treats 

such as frozen hot choco-

late and chilled eggnog.  

The 150-passenger ship 

will sail the Danube River 

between Budapest and Pas-

sau, with stops in Vienna 

and Linz, among other cit-

ies. Departures: July 11 and 
18; from $2,799.  

CHRISTMAS IN JULY  

This summer, Holland America Line will reveal 

its new flagship vessel, the 2,668-passenger  

Rotterdam. Spacious entertainment venues 

include the World Stage – featuring a 270-degree 

LED screen backdrop – and the new Rolling Stone 

Rock Room for live music. The ship’s seven-day 

maiden voyage from Trieste to Rome hits Med 

favorites: Cruisers can sample local cheese and 

maraschino liqueur in Zadar, Croatia’s Old Town; 

shop for craft jewelry made from gold, shells, 

and lava in Taormina, Italy; and more. Inaugural 

departure: August 1; from $1,399. 

CENTER 
STAGE 

Adrenaline at Sea 
Royal Caribbean’s newest ship, the 5,498-passenger Odyssey of the Seas, is 

set to debut this May with bold iterations of the line’s on-deck activities. 

Cruisers can try the FlowRider surf simulator and Sky Pad bungee trampoline, 

and visit SeaPlex arcade, complete with bumper cars, VR experiences, 

and glow-in-the-dark laser tag. To reset, escape to the ocean-facing solarium 

with adults-only whirlpools, or have a meal at Giovanni’s Italian Kitchen & Wine 

Bar, serving trattoria-style dishes such as veal meatballs and truffle burrata, 

paired with a sangiovese. Currently, the Odyssey’s first sailing is a 13-day round-

trip voyage from Rome; it spends the rest of the summer cruising Europe. 

Inaugural departure: May 9; from $1,742.

Clockwise from top: Previews of the 
Odyssey and the Rotterdam, and the 
Maria Theresa navigates a bend.



REDISCOVER 

EXTRAORDINARY WORLDS

WITH SEABOURN

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO PLAN YOUR SAFE RETURN TO TRAVEL



Intimate Ships   |   Spacious Accommodations Throughout  

All Ocean-front Suites   |   Personalized Service   |   Curated Voyages

All-inclusive Luxury   |   Enhanced Health and Safety Protocols

Contact your Travel Advisor to dream, plan and book your journey 

on the Ultra-Luxury Resort at Sea.

P R E F E R R E D
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Suite     

Travelers at Morocco’s 28-room Kasbah Tamadot get a feel for the 

Atlas Mountains and local culture during a day that starts with a 

40-minute trek to a Berber home for tea. Guests return to the hotel 

for classes in Berber cooking and bread baking on the rooftop ter-

race, followed by an outing to the Eve Branson Foundation to shop 

for rugs, throws, and wooden bowls that fund the charity, which 

supports the creation of sustainable businesses in the community. 

Doubles from $810, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort 

credit. Berber cultural experience, $135. 

Two newly renovated Spa 

Penthouse Suites at the 

303-room Ojai Valley 

Inn offer direct access 

to Spa Ojai via a private 

elevator. Guests can also 

receive treatments in 

one of the two-bedroom 

penthouses, featuring 

fireplaces both indoors 

and out on expansive 

terraces – one facing the 

sunset and the other, the 

Topatopa Mountains. Spa 

Penthouses from $2,858, 

including breakfast daily 

and a $100 resort credit.

This month, the Hotel Ritz Madrid, built 

by hotelier César Ritz in 1910, reopens 

after a three-year closure as the 153-room 

Mandarin Oriental Ritz, Madrid. 

The remodel celebrates the original’s 

belle epoque style by restoring the glass 

dome in the Palm Court, while provid-

ing updates in the form of a wellness 

center with an indoor pool and gym, and 

five restaurants and bars overseen by 

Spanish chef Quique Dacosta. Timeless 

appeal: its location, across the street 

from the Prado and three blocks from 

Retiro Park. Doubles from $750, including 

breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

SERENITY 

NOW

  ste of Morocco

MADRID MAKEOVER

ADVENTURE ZONE The new Trail House activity center at Sedona’s 218-room Enchantment Resort inspires guests to hike and cycle some of the 300 miles of 

surrounding trails in Arizona’s Red Rock Country via a 12-foot video wall and 3D topographic map table. Guides lead hikes and rides (and are happy to recom-

mend appropriate terrain for those heading out on their own), and the bike shop stands by for tune-ups or mountain- and e-bike rentals. Post-exploration, 

gather around the firepit with a craft beer. Doubles from $459, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

Clockwise from left: A preview of the Mandarin 
Oriental Ritz, Madrid’s restaurant Deessa; 
Kasbah Tamadot; and one of Ojai Valley Inn’s 
Spa Penthouse Suites.

Suite     



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR  

TO BOOK YOUR REGENT EXPERIENCE TODAY!

UNRIVALED  

  SPACE AT SEA
™

The luxury of personal space is central to the promise of An Unrivaled Experience®  

with Regent Seven Seas Cruises®. It provides the extravagant freedom your clients need  

to explore and relax to the fullest. As the preeminent luxury ocean cruise line, we pride 

ourselves in offering some of the largest balconies and most spacious suites at sea.  

Our wide range of specialty restaurants, al fresco and in-suite dining options, exquisite 

lounges, bars and expansive spaces are perfect to rest and celebrate in, knowing there  

is never a queue or crowd, and every imaginable amenity is included.

Discover how — with our unrivaled space at sea — we will exceed  

your clients’ loftiest expectations of comfort and personalized service for  

a truly unforgettable experience aboard The World’s Most Luxurious Fleet™.

The world is waiting. Start the journey with Regent.
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Sustainable Travel

HOTELS

 GOODS 

Tuscan Revival

Study Abroad

Shot and signed by environmentalist-photographer KT Merry, Render Loyalty images support threatened 

African wildlife. Captured on analog film, the arresting fine-art, black-and-white images of elephants, Grevy’s 

zebras, and other animals funnel proceeds directly to conservation projects run by the Ol Pejeta Conservancy, 

Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, and Lewa Wildlife Conservancy. Prints from $99, renderloyalty.com.

AID IN BLACK AND WHITE

Lisabetta Matteucci, Borgo Pignano’s resident herbalist, calls 

the hotel (its post-pandemic reopening is scheduled for April) 

“a special place to return to naturalness.” She adds, “The inten-

tion is to offer our guests this deep relationship with nature and 

everything they see.” 

“Everything” at the 31-room, 750-acre estate near Volterra 

includes views of virgin forests and fields, an eco-ethos that runs 

as deep as its Etruscan roots, and opportunities to interact with 

a self-sustaining ecosystem. Soak up Tuscan sunlight that also 

powers the hotel’s solar panels, sip organic wines born in vine-

yards irrigated with recycled water, study bees at the apiary and 

watch them pollinate organic gardens and fruit trees, and sample 

traditionally made dishes crafted with estate-grown ingredients. 

“Working with what nature offers every day is a great pleasure,” 

says chef Stefano Cavallini. Guests who taste his fresh tagliolini

topped with wood-fired San Marzano tomatoes would likely 

add that what nature offers is also delicious. Doubles from $370, 

including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.

“Asynchronous learning” sounds better in Belize. It’s why 

Francis Ford Coppola’s two eco-retreats in the country created 

a new program for families working and schooling remotely dur-

ing the pandemic. On the curriculum at the 20-room, jungle-set 

Blancaneaux Lodge and the 27-room, seaside Turtle Inn: Ma-

yan history lessons, beach cleanups, culturally themed cooking 

classes (Garifuna, Creole, Mayan), and more. Local experts teach 

kids for three- to four-hour stints so parents can “work remotely” 

(translation: slip off for sunrise birding treks and reef dives to 

remove invasive lionfish). Doubles from $289 (Blancaneaux) and 

$329 (Turtle Inn), including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit. 

Classes: $150 per student.

Gr             
B r           

R m    l  r     c    r: 
Tur l  I  , B l z  

Gr             
B r           
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FOR THE BIRDS

LESSER JACANA 

These diminutive birds have a 

fragmented distribution in Af-

rica and thrive in the lily-fi lled 

backwaters of the Okavango. 

Look for them at Linyanti, 

Vumbura, and Jao.

SLATY EGRET

Roughly 85 percent of this pre-

historic-looking marsh bird’s 

global population is confi ned 

to the Okavango Delta. The 

Linyanti, Vumbura, Jao, and 

Chitabe concessions all harbor 

critical populations. 

PEL’S FISHING OWL

Every birder wants to spot 

this reclusive, nocturnal 

piscivore, which swoops in for 

catches in pockets of clear, 

pristine Okavango waters.

 At least 100 pairs live in con-

cessions throughout the delta, 

including Jao. 

Contributing to the second Southern African Bird Atlas Project, Wilderness Safaris last year completed its first comprehensive 

avian-mapping survey of northern Botswana. A small but mighty team of three recorded nearly 3,000 field observations and 293 bird 

species in several concessions and one reserve across the country’s Linyanti and Okavango regions. Paused during the pandemic but 

set to resume this year, the study, says Martin Benadie, Wilderness Safaris’ group biodiversity coordinator, is essential for monitoring 

threatened birds, determining if additional species need to be protected, and selecting sites critical to conservation. 

FOR THE BIRDERS

Travelers with Wilderness Safaris can tour each of the concessions under study with a birding specialist – 

and perhaps add three of Benadie’s favorite feathered friends to their life lists.

Birding perch: Wilderness 
Safaris’ Little Tubu camp in 

the Okavango Delta.

IN THE WINGS 

Available April 6, the National Audubon Society’s newly updated Birds of North America contains more than 3,500 color photos coupled 

with copious notes on 800-plus avian species. But the fi eld guide won’t just help birders note the nuances distinguishing a chipping 

sparrow from an American tree sparrow: A critical new category calls attention to conservation status, bolstered by essays from leading 

scholars and scientists. $50, penguinrandomhouse.com.
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Sustainable Travel

CURRENT EVENTS

 CRUISING 

The maxim “All rivers f low to the sea” 

has taken on added import now that 

the world’s tributaries carry millions 

of tons of plastic to the ocean each 

year. In response, river-cruise line 

Avalon Waterways recently renewed 

its partnership with The Ocean 

Cleanup, which works to remove 

plastic not only from the Great Pacific 

Garbage Patch, but also from its prin-

cipal provenance: rivers. Along with 

providing funding for the nonprofit, 

Avalon has eliminated single-use 

plastics on board all of its ships, and 

last December its parent company, 

Globus, signed on to the Global Tour-

ism Plastics Initiative, joining 45 fellow 

travel organizations committed to 

ending plastic pollution.

 OVERTOURISM  

Capping Achievement
To help maintain its marine environment, Key West recently barred cruise ships 

with capacities larger than 1,300 passengers from visiting its port and capped 

the total number of cruise visitors to 1,500 per day. It’s the latest move in what 

the Florida Keys & Key West tourism board calls the region’s “eco-revolution,” 

whose credo is perhaps best encapsulated in the newly published “Ten Key- 

mandments” for treading lightly. To observe No. 6 – “Hike it, bike it, or hoof it” – 

Backroads offers a five-day tour that includes kayaking in the Keys’ mangroves, 

biking the Overseas Heritage Trail, and walking lesser-traveled paths on Key 

West. Departures: Multiple dates, March, April, and December; from $3,599.

P       ng             
A  l n              

l  k ng                

Add carbon offsets to the long list of private-air-travel 

perks. T  d   nd A      n’s new partnership with 

social enterprise Terrapass lets flyers atone for their 

emissions (on both on-demand charters and scheduled 

shuttles in the Caribbean and U.S.) by contributing to 

renewable energy and reforestation projects. The cost 

for earning eco-wings is paltry: Offsets for a two-hour 

round-trip private charter in a Pilatus PC-12, for instance, 

come out to about $15.

PRIVATE JETTING 

WITH PRINCIPLES 

 ON THE FLY 
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REMEMBER  

THE FUTURE

The corners of the world that make your heart sing 
 – and those you have yet to experience. 

The fine flavors of the world you’ve savored  
onboard and on your explorations 
 – and those you have yet to taste.

It’s all ahead of you. 

#RememberTheFuture

EXQUISITELY CR AF TED CUISINE. CUR ATED TR AVEL EXPERIENCES. SM ALL SHIP LUXURY.  

Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages with exclusive Virtuoso benefits, such as  

complimentary Shore Experiences and Pre-Paid Gratuities.

®

2019 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best Culinary Experience     

Cruise

WINNER
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Private-island seclusion and the deep blue sea.
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SAVE  $3,000 PER STATEROOM† | ON SELECT 2021 U.S. RIVER CRUISES
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S

MEMPHIS TO NEW ORLEANS 
(or reverse)

American Queen®: May 16*; Sep 26; Dec 5

American Countess™: Apr 24; May 22; Nov 13

Fares from $1,999 per person

9
  
 
 
S

LOUISVILLE TO 
ST. LOUIS (ALTON)

American Queen: Jul 11

Fares from $2,299 per person

9
  
 
 
S

MEMPHIS TO 
CHICAGO (OTTAWA)

American Countess: Sep 18

Fares from $2,299 per person

9
  
 
 
S

PORTLAND (VANCOUVER, WA)

TO SPOKANE (CLARKSTON, WA) 

(or reverse)

American Empress®: May 9; Jul 11*; Sep 26*; Oct 31

Fares from $2,899 per person

9
  
 
 
S

ST. LOUIS TO 
CINCINNATI

American Duchess™: Apr 18

Fares from $1,999 per person

9
  
 
 
S

LOUISVILLE TO 
NASHVILLE (CLARKSVILLE)

American Duchess: Jun 20

Fares from $2,499 per person

9
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MEMPHIS TO
LOUISVILLE

American Duchess™: Aug 22

Fares from $2,299 per person

9
  
 
 
S

MEMPHIS TO 
NASHVILLE (CLARKSVILLE)

American Duchess: Dec 5

Fares from $1,999 per person
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 $50-PER-PERSON PREMIUM EXPERIENCE CREDIT, 

combinable with Virtuoso Voyages benefi t

OUR ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES INCLUDE:

COME DISCOVER THE

RIVERS OF 

AMERICA
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Clockwise from top left: Nature meets the city on the seawall, Vancou-
ver views, Nightingale, Secret Location finds, and Forage comfort food.

Lotusland

GO FOR  From its frontier beginning 

as a sawmill and saloon town to 

forward-thinking eco-designs 

such as the Canada Earth Tower 

– which, upon completion, will be 

the world’s tallest hybrid wood 

building – Vancouver has always 

had an iconoclastic (and timber-

filled) edge. Today, giant, ancient 

trees still stand here, alongside 

sleek skyscrapers. This glittering 

city that rises from the Strait of 

Georgia to the slopes of British 

Columbia’s Coast Mountains 

continues to draw freethink-

ers and pleasure seekers. In 

Lotusland, as it’s sometimes 

called for its leisurely ambience, 

outdoor enthusiasts, food lovers, 

and sightseers converge in the 

West End, the city’s densest 

residential neighborhood. One 

of the world’s longest seawalls 

and historic 1,000-acre Stanley 

Park (with forest trails, a pitch-

and-putt golf course, and two 

beaches overlooking English 

Bay) flank public artworks, cool 

restaurants, and shop-lined 

streets, and keep the verdant 

Pacific Northwest landscape 

within easy reach.

EAT  After walking along English 

Bay or biking the seawall portion 

of Vancouver’s almost 200-mile 

cycling network (rent a Mobi 

public bike from stations across 

the city), refuel at an array of 

food trucks (Tacofino’s fish 

tacos are legendary) or bánh mì 

and ramen spots throughout 

downtown and the West End. 

Go hyperlocal at Forage (1300 

Robson Street) with a bowl of 

its famous barbecued-duck 

chowder and B.C.-produced 

wine and beer, or an earthy For-

age Negroni made with locally 

distilled amaro from The Woods 

Spirit Co. 

West Coast cool, natural beauty, and a freethinking 

ethos reign in Vancouver, B.C. 

BY BARB SLIGL  PHOTOGRAPHY BY GRANT HARDER

City to Go
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blooms). Rooms come with stel-

lar city or Coal Harbour views of 

seaplanes, sailboats, and ski runs 

on the mountains across the wa-

ter. Doubles from $355, including 

breakfast daily and a $100 spa or 

dining credit.  

MARCH |  APRIL  2021

SHOP  Several Vancouver-area 

global brands – Lululemon, Na-

tive Shoes, Herschel Supply Co., 

Arc’teryx, Aritzia, Saje – have 

storefronts on or near go-to 

shopping drag Robson Street. 

On the east side of downtown, 

gallerylike shops beckon in 

Yaletown and Gastown, including 

eclectic finds from frankincense-

infused incense to fashion-

forward men’s and women’s 

clothing at Secret Location (1 

Water Street). Back in the West 

End, local and international 

designs fill the House of Jewels 

Boutique  (953 Nicola Street), on 

a leafy residential block. 

Southeast of downtown in SoMa 

(South of Main Street), indepen-

dent boutiques reflect Vancou-

ver’s easygoing and offbeat style. 

At Vancouver Special (3612 

Main Street), a design-focused 

shop, you’ll find Maiku Brando’s 

face masks, made with Japanese 

printmaking techniques, and 

abstract prints by Jamaican-born 

and Vancouver-based artist Tafui.

STAY  At the 188-room Douglas, 

an enormous Douglas fir trunk 

ensconced in glass serves as 

the front desk, and a fir sprig 

garnishes a cocktail made with 

locally distilled, fir-infused gin. 

As a further homage to the 

evergreen giants gracing these 

coastal shores, guests can opt to 

have a tree planted in lieu of daily 

housekeeping. Doubles from 

$226, including a Douglas fir gin 

welcome amenity, breakfast daily, 

and a $100 dining credit.

The lobby bar at the 367-room 

Fairmont Pacific Rim is a gather-

ing place for locals and visitors 

(try the omakase sushi and 

cherry blossom syrup-infused 

Sakura Sour cocktail to celebrate 

Vancouver’s effusive spring 

A few blocks away, near the Coal 

Harbour side of downtown, farm-

to-table favorite Nightingale 

(1017 W. Hastings Street) incorpo-

rates locally sourced ingredients, 

such as wild pine mushrooms. 

DRINK  A boom in Vancouver’s 

brewery and distillery scene has 

brought about inventive con-

coctions at tasting rooms and 

cocktail bars, from rice wine at 

Artisan SakeMaker (1339 Rail-

spur Alley) on Granville Island, 

just a short Aquabus ride from 

the West End, to salal gin at Odd 

Society Spirits (1725 Powell 

Street), in the so-called Yeast 

Van district of craft breweries 

east of downtown. 

Sip a Gastown Gimlet at Pour-

house (162 Water Street) or try 

the Treebeard, with essences of 

cedar, birch, alder, fir, and oak, 

at Botanist (1038 Canada Place). 

There’s also a profusion of 

great coffee joints, such as the 

Greenhorn Café (994 Nicola 

Street), a West End hideaway 

that serves Vietnamese coffee 

and has a record collection with 

a listening booth (which will 

reopen post-pandemic).

TIP

“With ongoing restrictions 

for Canada, ask your travel 

advisor about current regula-

tions. For a nature break, 

head to Grouse Mountain, 

a short drive from the city 

center. Take a gondola to 

the peak, 4,100 feet above 

Vancouver, or hike 1.8 miles 

(2,800 feet of elevation gain) 

up Grouse Grind and order a 

well-deserved cold beer  

at one of the restaurants  

at the top.” 
– Wendy Jimenez, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, Vancouver, B.C.

Clockwise from top left: 
House of Jewels, Stanley 

Park, Greenhorn Café, and 
a Botanist beverage.
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On the Table

BOOK OF VERSES UNDERNEATH THE BOUGH /  

A jug of wine, a loaf of bread – and thou,” wrote 

twelfth-century Persian poet and astronomer 

Omar Khayyam, describing paradise as a picnic –  

a timeless blend of nature, sustenance, and good company. 

The demand for socially distanced dining has spiked in-

terest in outdoor venues. Picnics offer extra space – even 

miles – of removal from others, while chef-provisioned 

baskets ensure the meal matches the spectacular setting. 

In the heart of spring, the following properties pair gour-

met fare with a range of wide-open spaces.

TABLE-TO-FARM

PICK A SPOT: Share the bounty of rural Quebec at 36-

room Manoir Hovey, 85 miles east of Montréal. The 30-

acre estate with woodlands and English gardens on Lake 

A

Basket Case
Prime picnic season is upon us.

BY ELAINE GLUSAC

Healthy high  
living at Lake  
Austin Spa Resort.

“ 
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Massawippi offers ample spots to enjoy the 

repast, but chef Alexandre Vachon also rec-

ommends taking it on the road for a leisurely 

drive through the Eastern Townships’ roll-

ing hills and farmlands. “You may be in-

spired to stop at one of the local producers 

highlighted on the menu,” he says. 

THE SPREAD: Locavore delicacies include 

Vachon’s homemade sourdough bread, 

cheeses – such as the woodsy Alfred le Fer-

mier cow’s milk cheese from nearby Fro-

magerie La Station – lobster salad made 

from Gaspé Peninsula crustaceans, duck 

pâté and torchon using local La Canardière 

foie gras, and a bottle of local rosé. Doubles 

from $210, including breakfast daily and one 

lunch for two. Picnics from $150 for two.

SUNSET ALOHA

PICK A SPOT: “Lanai is an island sanctuary 

in and of itself,” says Alastair McAlpine, gen-

eral manager of the 213-room Four Seasons 

Resort Lanai. One favorite among the many 

places to explore on the smallest of the six 

main Hawaiian islands: Hulopoe Beach Park, 

where a short trail leads to the cliff over-

looking Puu Pehe (Sweetheart Rock) for 

a great view of the bay. McAlpine recom-

mends sunset picnics for maximum drama. 

THE SPREAD: Escapists can expect an aloha-

accented hamper with sandwiches (such as 

spicy lobster salad or grilled skirt steak), 

fresh fruit and house-baked cookies, and a 

bottle of Lokelani sparkling rosé. Doubles 

from $1,100, including breakfast daily, a $100 

dining credit, and round-trip air transfers 

from Honolulu. Picnics from $115 for two.

OUT AND ABOUT NAPA

PICK A SPOT: Spread across 22 acres in Cal-

istoga, Solage’s 89 studio bungalows all 

have private patios for lunches and dinners 

under the stars. “Our bocce courts and two 

lawns are also prime spots to order from 

Solbar and spread a blanket outdoors,” says 

Solage’s Jay Heidenreich. Or grab a travel-

friendly feast and set out on one of the re-

sort’s complimentary beach cruisers along 

a preplanned route (with GPS directions) to 

explore the valley and nearby vineyards. 

THE SPREAD: Portable items for on-prop-

erty picnics include spicy shrimp lettuce 

wraps, a fried chicken sandwich with slaw, 

and Solbar’s signature fish tacos, as well as 

From top: Lanai’s  
Hulopoe Bay with  
Sweetheart Rock in  
the distance, Manoir 
Hovey’s locally made 
picnic staples, and  
bocce at Solage.
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On the Table

picnics. Now the resort has added an eve-

ning picnic, complete with a telescope for 

stargazing after a rustic meal.

THE SPREAD: Enjoy classic roast chicken 

with potato salad paired with a sommelier-

selected vintage to match from the all-

inclusive resort’s 15,000-bottle cellar. “A 

picnic at Twin Farms has always been a 

standout experience,” managing director 

John Graham says, “but now more than 

ever it completes a getaway to the farm.” 

Doubles from $2,000, including all meals 

and on-site activities.  

Stephane Beaucamp’s picnic and then take a 

nap afterward in the lake breeze,” says gen-

eral manager Jeff Holland.

THE SPREAD: Wicker picnic baskets come 

packed with guests’ selections from the res-

taurant’s menu of health-conscious cuisine, 

such as “power bowls” topped with sustain-

ably sourced salmon or organic chicken. 

Doubles from $525 per person (two-night mini-

mum stay), including all meals and activities 

and a $100 spa credit.

STARSTRUCK

PICK A SPOT: With just 20 rooms on 300 

rolling acres near Woodstock, Vermont, 

Twin Farms has long encouraged pastoral 

pursuits in the Green Mountains, including 

the “chips and dip” – onion crème fraîche, 

caviar, and potato chips. The kitchen will 

also prepare cheese and charcuterie boards 

to take winetasting. Heidenreich’s recom-

mendation: Frank Family Vineyards, less 

than a ten-minute drive from the resort. 

Doubles from $469, including breakfast dai-

ly, a $100 resort credit, and a bottle of house 

Napa Valley cabernet.

HEAD FOR THE HILL COUNTRY

PICK A SPOT: After a morning paddle on the 

lake, spread a checked linen cloth under the 

shady cypress trees at Peace Point, the se-

cluded corner of Lake Austin Spa Resort 

farthest from its 40 guest rooms. A pair 

of hammocks await. “You can enjoy chef  

From left: Set for two  
on Lake Austin and lunch  

to go from Twin Farms. 

Picnics offer  
extra space – even 
miles – of removal 
from others, while 
chef-provisioned 

baskets ensure the 
meal matches the 

spectacular setting.
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When you cruise with Norwegian, the awe of Alaska stays with you throughout your cruise. From hiking 

up snow-capped mountains and witnessing majestic whales splash in the Pacific to coming back on board 

and catching an amazing show followed by an equally amazing starlit stroll on the top deck. So come 

aboard the youngest fleet cruising Alaska and feel what it’s like when you let the outside in.

FEEL FREE TO LET THE OUTSIDE IN.
The Best Way to Experience Alaska is with Norwegian Cruise Line.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO 

TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY AND 

GET UP TO 5 FREE OFFERS PLUS, 

UP TO $100 ONBOARD CREDIT! 

Observation Lounge The WaterfrontHubbard Glacier

2 FREE
CHOOSE

UP TO $2,400 IN VALUE
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Free-range fun: Pasture time at The Ranch at Rock Creek and (opposite, clockwise from top left)  
saddles in wait, a harvest scene, and learning with naturalist Kelsey McGlothlin.

Family Travel

Big Sky School
Eco-adventures in Montana’s great outdoors take remote learning to the next level.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL CENTANO

 
N THE WIDE-OPEN WILDS OF SOUTHWEST 

Montana, birdsong doubles as school bells and 

Rock Creek’s meadow-lined banks become a 

classroom. With my wife and I following, our two 

young daughters swoosh through waist-high grass and 

corridors of cottonwood trees, seeking out tiny fuchsia 

f lags hiding in the brush. Each marks a natural mystery 

they’ve been assigned to solve.  

Wielding binoculars and magnifying glasses – and 

new sleuthing skills sharpened with our naturalist guide, 

Kelsey McGlothlin – their efforts soon pay off. Those 

pockmarks on a juniper trunk, for instance, turn out to be 

from sapsuckers (a woodpecker that taps trees, then re-

turns to snack on bugs trapped in sap), and that willow’s 

broken branches, bulletins from a male moose: “He’s tell-

ing the ladies, ‘I’m super cool and strong,’ ” McGlothlin 

I
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says, “and he’s telling the other men, ‘Don’t 

mess with me.’ ”

Created by The Ranch at Rock Creek, 

a working-ranch-slash-guest-retreat set 

on a nineteenth-century homestead near 

Philipsburg, our Master Naturalist Class 

is meant to introduce students of all ages 

to the region’s diverse ecosystem. But the 

magic, I’m observing, is that its lessons 

come with feathers, antlers, and (if your 

kids are anything like mine) unfiltered dis-

cussions about scat. 

“I want to help children have those aha 

moments when they’re inspired to figure 

out the complexities of the world,” Mc-

Glothlin says. “It gives them both confi-

dence and a good time,” a statement that is 

borne out during her class. We see it when 

our 6-year-old beams answering a question 

about the benefits of trees: “Oxygen!” And 

when our 9-year-old correctly concludes 

why that willow-marking moose made the 

trek into town from his pad in the hills: 

“He’s looking for a girlfriend!”

Clearly, he’s in the right place to roam. 

Set in one of the largest and least populated 

U.S. states, The Ranch and its surround-

ing expanses, we’re finding, can instantly 

lift the lid off lockdown cabin fever. Stand-

alone accommodations and private outdoor 

adventures also let guests social-distance  

naturally, whether while taking a photo 

workshop, trail riding to the “Top of the 

World” to see snowy peaks, or, as is my 

daughters’ wont, tasting fresh honey from 

the apiary and feeding food scraps to a pair 

of rambling goats. Regardless, days flow 

into four-course dinners infused with local-

ly grown ingredients and flavors for all pal-

ates (“the best chocolate chip cookies in the 

world,” according to my youngest), starry 

Big Sky silences, and roomy Western-style 

digs for kicking back between lessons in the 

great outdoors.  

BEYOND BOOSTING KIDS’ SELF-ESTEEM, 

a slew of research shows that studying out 

in nature also spawns calmer, clearer minds 

and improves learning. At the same time, it 

can help curb their – and, let’s face it, their 

parents’ – digital dependence (alarmingly 

amplified when the pandemic made re-

mote learning the new norm). Outdoor ed, 

I’m now fully grasping, can also assuage  

“I want to help children have those 
aha moments when they’re inspired to figure out 

the complexities of the world.”
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Family Travel

and prairies that extend to forever, reinforc-

ing the value of leaving land undeveloped  

so those who follow can feel the same sub-

lime solitude.  

The conclusion to our Master Natural-

ist Class comes with a final assignment. 

While the girls relax on a raised meditation 

platform in a lush meadow, McGlothlin has 

them sketch maps based on their senses. 

“I can hear water rushing … birds chirping 

… pencils sketching,” my oldest daughter 

wrote. “I can see mountains.” 

Here in nature’s classroom, lifted by the 

creek’s chorus and Montana’s expansive 

landscape, the lessons feel as vital and far-

reaching as the views. 

parental fears about whether we’re doing 

enough to raise future environmentalists.

As McGlothlin elucidates each fuchsia-

flagged mystery, she also reveals the role the 

property’s leafy riparian zone plays in pro-

viding food and habitat for fish, migratory 

birds, and larger mammals, from beavers to 

bighorn sheep. Her lessons resonate in a way 

my attempts to instill similar values by co-

ercing them (I confess) into watching David 

Attenborough documentaries did not. After 

we return home, they pick up plastic at our 

local beach and donate some of their savings 

to the World Wildlife Fund. It’s about build-

ing firsthand awareness and appreciation, 

McGlothlin says, “and if people can bring 

that home, we can start that conversation 

that leads to conservation.” 

Ranch stays include plenty of other ways 

to continue the conversation that won’t 

feel like you’re forcing your kids to eat their 

vegetables. A fleet of Specialized bikes  

replaces cars to encourage carbon-free 

wanderings around the property’s 6,600 

protected acres. Art classes by the creek 

show how green spaces spur creativity. Vis-

its to the apiary illuminate how bees sustain 

food supplies. Fly-fishing guides preach 

catch-and-release and lead cleanups to re-

move refuse from nearby rivers. And hikes 

along surrounding trails reveal views of the 

Rockies, national forests, wilderness areas, 

Ranch accommodations and (right)  
a creekside plein air session.



MARCH |  APRIL 2021 47

Ride with ranchers, take on a ropes course, 

glide through aspen groves on cross-country 

skis – the activities list at The Ranch at Rock 

Creek is deep. As are the accommodation 

styles: nine suites, ten glamping cabins, nine 

log homes, and a restored barn from the his-

toric homestead (look for 13 notches on the 

Stables door, carved by the original owner –  

one for each time he was bucked from his 

horse). Doubles from $1,800, including 

activities, all meals and drinks, and a $100 

resort credit.

Wildlife appreciation comes naturally at Green- 

ough’s Resort at Paws Up, which partners 

with The Nature Conservancy to help manage 

its 37,000-acre spread, backed by the Bob 

Marshall Wilderness Area. Thirty-six luxury 

tents and 28 cabins offer ample options for 

families. Doubles from $1,980 per person, 

including wilderness workshops and classes, 

all meals and drinks, and private round-trip 

airport transfers.

Darby’s 25-cabin Triple Creek Ranch, 

which reopens for the season on April 15, 

welcomes clans with kids age 16 and up. 

Guided forest walks get guests closer to 

nature, and orienteering classes teach them 

how to navigate the backcountry with only a 

compass and map (read: no digital devic-

es). Summer horseback adventures include 

an option to ride a trail traveled by Lewis 

and Clark. Doubles from $1,100, including 

activities, all meals and drinks, and a $100 

resort credit.  

Where to broaden horizons out West.

EXTRA CREDIT

TIP
“Extend your trip with visits  

to nearby Glacier and  
Yellowstone national parks. 
But be sure to work with an 

advisor, who can arrange  
educational tours and help 

you see the best of both parks 
and navigate the crowds.” 

– Caroline Wood, 
Virtuoso travel advisor,  

Bozeman, Montana

Contact your Virtuoso 

Travel Advisor for details

A Micato safari is unlike any
other experience

The World’s Most Awarded
Safari Outfitter
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Conscious Comeback

Future perfect:  
Florence is engineering  

a more sustainable 
travel experience. 

HILE GROUNDED TRAVELERS DAYDREAM ABOUT FUTURE 

trips abroad, Florence is already planning for their return. 

Before the pandemic, overtourism was a critical problem for 

the Tuscan capital. During this forced pause in travel, the 

local government has been busy consulting with private tour operators 

and guides about a new path into the post-Covid era. The city’s top tour-

ism project, Feel Florence, includes an app that gauges crowd levels at 

W

Florence
Looks Forward
In an Italian city revered for its culture 

and notorious for crowds, the pandemic 

presents a possibility for reinvention. 

BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS



FEATURED IMAGE: AMAMAGNA CRUISING IN BRATISLAVA, SLOVAKIA

The only US-based river 

cruise company with successful 

operating experience in 2020.

It’s time to reserve the river cruise vacation you’ve been dreaming of. Enjoy the luxury 

of space and stunning views aboard award-winning ships welcoming up to 196 guests. 

Delight in exquisite cuisine, be pampered by thoughtful service and explore each destination 

with a variety of included excursions such as hiking and biking. Discover Europe, Asia 

or Africa with AmaWaterways, the Heart of the River™.

SOME THINGS ARE WORTH THE WAIT

VOTED BEST RIVER CRUISE LINE
BY VIRTUOSO ADVISORS

EIGHT-TIME WINNER, BEST RIVER CRUISE LINE

2012     2013    2014    2015    2016    2017    2018    2019

For exclusive offers expiring soon, 

contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
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L : We need to go back to those times when 

travelers were treated as guests and felt 

special visiting a destination. Think about 

this word, which is very important. Not a 

consumer, not a client, but a guest. 

   : Because this pandemic shows us how 

important the relationship is with nature, I 

think the sensibility and approach will also 

be different for visitors who come here. 

They will look for something more than 

just cultural attractions or museums. 

L : We have quite a lot of requests for ac-

tivities at night. This is something that 

Florence is missing a bit. We have to work 

more as a tour operator on some offerings 

at night. 

various sites and a digital platform aimed at 

improving how future travelers experience 

the city. To find out more, we spoke to Luca 

Perfetto, cofounder and CEO of Virtuoso 

on-site tour company Florencetown, and 

Cecilia Del Re, deputy mayor of Florence 

for urban planning, environment, and tour-

ism. Together, the pair is working toward a 

more responsible, sustainable, and equita-

ble tourism model for the Renaissance city, 

turning last year’s lemons into limoncello 

for 2021 and beyond. 

  W W S  L                 G   U -

 S                      

LU           : Tourism was 

ruling the city, and the city was 

without up-to-date rules. Flor-

ence was way too crowded dur-

ing peaks. We were all saying to each other, 

“We can’t stand for this any longer.” 

    L     L   : Before the pan-

demic, we were very concen-

trated on overtourism. We’ve 

had 14 million tourists per year 

just within five kilometers, just in the city 

center of Florence. We were aware that we 

had to work on this.

L : The great opportunity that we’re given 

out of this terrible era is that we can stop 

and replan the entire future as we want it.

W   ’S     G       U   G    S   US  

      V L                     V   U L 

   U        U  S   

   : Because of the pandemic, we’re trying 

to work on itineraries and experiences for a 

“Green Florence” with gardens, parks, and 

biking. We asked tour operators to promote 

more sustainable projects – for example, 

projects that involve not just the city center 

of Florence, but also other areas, in order to 

help us promote other parts of our territory.

L : There are so many beautiful towns 

around the city of Florence: Impruneta, 

Greve in Chianti, Fiesole, and so on. We as 

a tour operator are concentrated – beyond 

the must-sees – on offering outside-of-

the-city tours, like bike, Vespa, and wine 

tours, and countryside cooking classes. 

Tours that can help people go out for half 

a day and discover the beauty of the little 

spots that are all around in a fun and in-

teractive way.

   : I would also like tourists to be more 

aware of all the opportunities our city offers. 

For this reason, we are relying also on inno-

vation and technology. The Feel Florence app 

can tell tourists how many people there are 

in a particular area and advise them about 

other museums, or other attractions, that are 

free in that moment. This becomes impor-

tant also because of safety. We don’t want to 

come back to the crowds that we saw before 

the pandemic. Together we want to reach a 

higher level of tourism, and we want to en-

sure that the tourists who come to Florence 

receive the right hospitality.

Travelers will be encour-
aged to explore areas 
beyond the city center,  
such as Greve in Chianti.

 S                      
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CDR: We asked the museums to stay  

open at night because we could better 

control the tourist flows. So far this has 

proved difficult. 

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE 

OF TOURISM IN THE CITY?

LP: I hope, in 2022 or 2023, Florence will be 

a more livable city. We’ll be a less crowded 

city. I mean, we all hope that tourism will 

rise back, but also that crowds will be better 

managed, more spread out during the year, 

in order to have a city that will have less 

pressure during peaks and will work a little 

more in the off-season. We hope that it’s a 

more enjoyable place where travelers can 

once again meet locals and live tourism at a 

slower pace, which is what we all need. 

CDR: I wish for a safer Florence, more sus-

tainable tourism, and also more outdoor 

tourism. So far, Florence has always been 

seen as a cultural mecca, but we want to also 

work with other things. I think this is the 

right moment to do so.  
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In My Bag

My Travel Essentials
Yetunde Beutler packs for parties and carries on kid lit.

PORTRAIT BY MATTHEW AVIGNONE

M
Y HUSBAND 

lovingly calls 

me ‘princess’ 

when we’re 

on the road,” says the 

Paris-based founder 

and CEO of sustainable 

skincare line Essènci. 

“I bring a lot of options, 

especially shoes – you 

never know if you’ll be 

invited to an event.” Pre-

pandemic, Beutler trav-

eled monthly, usually with 

her husband, Michael, 

Essènci’s cofounder and 

sustainability advisor 

(who is also sustainability 

director for the Kering 

Group, parent company 

of Bottega Veneta, Gucci, 

Balenciaga, and other 

luxury brands), and their 

20-year-old daughter and 

4-year-old son. A sojourn 

in Provence inspired her 

line, which incorporates 

organic botanicals, 

including Corsican im-

mortelle fl owers. On her 

travels, which range from 

an African safari to jaunts 

to Calvi and Capri, she 

gravitates to Rosewood 

hotels. Of her Virtuoso 

advisor, Heather Solish, 

she says, “She’s always 

trying to create the per-

fect trip and secure the 

best amenities – and is 

our advocate if there are 

any issues.”

I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. My Balenciaga 

City bag. 

2. Maison Godet’s

Petite Fleur Bleue,

a delicate perfume 

made with Rosa centi-

folia from Grasse and 

French jasmine.  

3. A silk Gucci hair 

scarf for sleeping.  

4. Oil-based, aroma-

therapeutic L’Immortela 

Elixir on the Go serum 

gives my skin an extra 

hydration boost and puts 

me in a Zen state of mind. 

5. A cocktail outfi t that 

can be dressed up or 

down. My Stella McCart-

ney silk jumpsuit or a 

100% Capri linen jump-

suit or dress are great for 

every occasion.

6. Saint Laurent 

Tributes are the most 

comfortable heels. 

7. My trusty gray 

Bottega Veneta hobo 

bag and Matte Gold 

Knot clutch.

8. A bag of toys and 

children’s books to en-

tertain our son, such as 

Le grand livre de l’espace 

animé by Anne-Sophie 

Baumann and Olivier 

Latyk, and classics 

by Père Castor like La 

chèvre et les biquets.

9. My white Melissa 

Odabash bathing suit. 

Whenever I can fi nd 

a pool, I like swimming a 

few laps to clear my mind.

10. Biophenix vitamin 

C sachets keep my 

energy up and boost my 

immune system.  

2.

M
Ò

8.

4.
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Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more 

about sailing as a RockStar with Virgin Voyages.

SUITE DREAMS 
ARE MADE OF THIS.
A modern, yacht-inspired aesthetic and clever cabin technology make for more than just 

a space to live (or sleep) on a ship that’s Adult by Design. Sail in our RockStar Quarters 

designed by Tom Dixon, and unlock incredible amenities like private transfers, priority 

boarding, access to our 24/7 RockStar Agents, and exclusive venues throughout the 

voyage, including Richard’s Rooftop on board and VIP access to The Beach Club at Bimini.

This is on top of what’s already included “On Us” in your voyage fare, like all 

specialty dining, WiFi, gratuities, group fitness classes, and basic beverages.

RICHARD’S ROOFTOP,
EXCLUSIVE TO SUITE SAILORS

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more 

about sailing as a RockStar with Virgin Voyages.
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AS SOON AS YOU REACH SAINT BART’S

you are immediately immersed in good vibra-

tions. No one will try to sell you anything or 

impose a tempo on you. It’s a nice feeling of 

freedom amid the beauty of the landscapes, 

the brightness, the cleanliness, the absence 

of car horns. Maybe that’s why, at one point, 

the oldest person on earth was an inhabitant 

of Saint Bart’s (nun Eugenie Blanchard, who 

lived nearly 115 years).

I like the small market in Lorient for its 

fruits and vegetables from the neighboring 

islands. The intense smell of freshly picked 

tropical fruit combined with the market’s 

spices is like no other and inspires my fra-

grances. Fishermen sell their catches at the 

market on Gustavia, where you’re likely to 

run into anyone from Jimmy Buffett to Ro-

man Abramovich to a local nurse.

One of the biggest spectacles of the year is 

the St Barths Bucket Regatta, held in March. 

This megayacht race is breathtaking and as 

formidable as the America’s Cup.

BEACH RETREATS

✷  heval  lanc  t  arth  sle de France has 

breezy Jacques Grange-designed interiors.

✷ Don’t miss the see-and-be-seen vibe at 

Oetker Collection’s  den  ock    t  arths.

✷  otel Le  oiny’s standalone villa suites 

have their own private heated pools.

✷ Treat yourself to La Mer spa services at 

Le  arthélemy  otel &  pa.

✷ Le  ereno’s rebuild introduced waterfront 

suites and an expanded spa.

✷ The island’s best kids’ club is at  osewood 

Le Guanahani  t.  arth.

✷  t.  arth Properties’ 265 villas dot prime 

hillsides, providing complete privacy.

✷  uvée’s four Saint Bart’s villas feature 

infinity pools and sleep 10 to 12 guests.

SAINT BART’S
LIVE THE GOOD LIFE

HERVÉ BRIN, FOUNDER, 

LIGNE ST BARTH SKIN CARE

Eden Rock vibes and (left) 
undeveloped Saline Beach, one 

of Saint Bart’s most famous.
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*As of press time, Saint Bart’s was closed  to travelers.(
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SAINT LUCIA
CONNECT WITH NATURE

SHALA MONROQUE, 

CREATIVE DIRECTOR, FASHION 

AND ART CONSULTANT

SAINT LUCIA IS AN ISLAND WHERE

nature’s wonders never cease: While driving, 

you turn a corner and right there is a brilliant 

rainbow arching over an aptly named flam-

boyant tree (also known as royal poinciana). 

For divers, Soufrière Bay at the base of Petit 

Piton, is spectacular: On a calm day, there’s a 

mirror reflection of the piton rising straight 

up from the ocean. Coral juts out at you like 

trees in the water below. 

When I lived in New York, I kept returning 

home to Saint Lucia because it felt more hu-

man to me. I’d buy coconuts from the same 

vendor and he’d bring me gifts of food. At 

Latille Falls, Selai, a Rastaman, has tended 

a garden around the waterfall for more than 

20 years; he offers a fish pedicure that’s more 

like fish tickling your feet – which translates 

into forgetting all your worries. You have no 

choice but to laugh. And I love Gros Islet’s 

Irie Bar, a remarkably chill and unpreten-

tious spot where Andy, the owner, serves 

cold beers and rum with fish from his daily 

catch – with soothing reggae or film screen-

ings in the background. 

A tip when flying out: Check in three 

hours prior to departure as suggested–

which is totally not necessary, as the air-

port is never that busy – then head back out 

to Island Breeze Bar & Grill on Vieux Fort’s 

Sandy Beach, across from the airport. I like 

to think of it as the coolest airport lounge, 

and will sit there and have a Piton beer or 

two. You can even go for a swim; the termi-

nal is literally a two-minute drive away. 

BEACH RETREATS

✷ Stay at BodyHoliday for an all-inclusive wellness escape.

✷ For access to a secluded beach, check into Cap Maison Resort & Spa.

✷ Jade Mountain has suites without a fourth wall, bringing you closer to 

the lush landscape.

✷ Settle in at a prime perch between the two Pitons 

at Ladera Resort.

✷ Sugar Beach, a Viceroy Resort tempts guests with indulgent

treatments in its treehouse spa.
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EVEN IF THE TYPICAL MARINE LIFE IS QUITE SIMILAR ACROSS THE CARIBBEAN, 

the diversity of diving sites around Saint Thomas is remarkable. From ancient coral reefs 

that grew steadily for centuries to giant granite boulders and from tunnel and canyon forma-

tions to the numerous shipwrecks, the visual impact is amazing. Boating and cruising past 

some of Saint Thomas’ neighboring islands provides constant visual pleasure. Large schools 

of silversides blanket the coastlines of Thatch, Congo, and Carval keys during the summer. 

Jacks, bonitos, tarpon, and other predators feast incessantly on these tiny fish, and are one 

of my favorite underwater sights.

Saint Thomas’ sheltered deep-water harbor made it a big colonial trading center. Main 

Street’s fancy shops are partitioned from the old days’ large warehouses – their original 

walls still show the many coral chunks used as bricks. The capital, Charlotte Amalie, is an 

extended relic of Danish colonial architecture with much to explore: the original house of 

impressionist Camille Pissarro; the old Danish fort, which was renovated years ago and 

turned into a museum; and the Pirates Treasure Museum’s antiques, shipwreck artifacts, 

and exhibits. After seeing the town, take the gondola to Paradise Point, at the top of a high 

hill, for the best view of the city and the harbor.

BEACH RETREATS

✷ Take to the water on The Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas’ 60-foot catamaran, The Lady Lynsey II.

✷ Villas of Distinction’s 50 U.S. Virgin Islands properties range from two-bedroom hideaways to 

ten-bedroom estates.

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
A DIVER’S DREAM

ARNOLDO FALCOFF, OWNER, 

PATAGON DIVE CENTER
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U.S. Virgin Islands capital, 
Charlotte Amalie, and (left)

carefree Saint Lucia.
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TURKS AND CAICOS
MAKE A SPLASH

KAREL RODNEY, MANAGER, 

DA CONCH SHACK
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IT FEELS LIKE EVERYONE KNOWS

everyone in the Turks and Caicos, even if 

they’re not related. Providenciales – “Pro-

vo,” as it’s called – is my favorite island and 

is the most developed. Da Conch Shack, lo-

cated in beautiful Blue Hills, is Provo’s most 

established beach restaurant and rum bar; 

locals head there to dine with their toes in 

the sand beneath palm trees, listening to the 

waves while drinking the “Jan” rum punch.

Of course, we’re world-famous for our 

beaches: Everybody goes to Grace Bay 

Beach for its shopping, restaurants, bars, 

and pristine beach – I run 10K there every 

morning; quieter Long Bay Beach is windy 

and popular with kite surfers; Sapodilla 

Beach, on the Caribbean side, has powdery 

white sand and calm waters ideal for Jet 

Skiing. If you love water sports, as I do, you 

can do everything here from parasailing 

to deep-sea fishing, diving, or chartering 

a yacht to island-hop. On days off, I often 

take a boat to North Caicos. It’s more popu-

lar with locals because it’s way less busy 

than Provo – it’s our quiet getaway, relaxing 

on the beach or visiting the caves. “Gon-ta-

nort,” you say, with an island flair.

BEACH RETREATS

✷ Slip off to Como Parrot Cay for private-

island bliss.

✷ Amanyara has serene Indonesian vibes 

transplanted to the Caribbean.

✷ Book a palatial private villa at Grace Bay 

Club’s Estate, a resort within the resort.

✷ Treat yourself to the mother-of-pearl 

scrub at The Palms Turks and Caicos’ 

25,000-square-foot spa.

✷ Escape crowds at The Shore Club, set on a 

secluded stretch of Long Bay Beach.

✷Wymara Resort & Villas features chic, 

minimalist design.
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DOMINICANS’ SPANISH-AFRICAN HERITAGE DISTINGUISHES US IN TERMS OF 

music and food, as well as in our strong and recognizable accent and dialect. Music and 

dancing are an important part of our culture. Santo Domingo’s live scene centers around the 

Zona Colonial’s bars and theaters, such as Casa de Teatro. Some of our most famous artists – 

Juan Luis Guerra, Luis Días – performed here when being introduced in the scene; it’s a loved 

and respected art house. 

Every Sunday at the historic Ruinas de San Francisco, the band Grupo Bonyé plays merengue, 

bachata, and son. People of all ages from different places gather to enjoy it – it’s a thing, as they’ve 

performed there every week for more than 12 years, sharing their happy, festive vibe. La Espiral 

313 celebrates our roots music, which came from Africa and became our folkloric music. Outside 

Santo Domingo, Santiago de los Caballeros is the second most important city in the country. It’s 

well known for merengue típico, the oldest style of the rhythm, and is home to some of our most 

talented musicians.

BEACH RETREATS

✷  den Roc Cap Cana’s La Furnia is a natural cenote at the heart of the resort.

✷ Amanera makes an impression with its clifftop infi nity pool overlooking Playa Grande.

✷ Test your polo skills at Casa de Campo Resort & Villas’ equestrian center.

✷ Casa Colonial Beach & Spa is a restored colonial estate on the island’s less-developed 

north shore.

✷ Splurge at Tortuga Bay Puntacana Resort & Club’s expansive Oscar de la Renta boutique.

V RTUOSO     60

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
LET THE RHYTHM MOVE YOU

ISAAC HERNANDEZ, 

MUSICIAN
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BRITISH 
VIRGIN ISLANDS
EMBRACE ISLAND CHIC

KRISTIN FRAZER, FASHION 

DESIGNER AND FOUNDER, 

TRÈFLE DESIGNS
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WHETHER I’M ISLAND-HOPPING OR

simply taking a scenic drive, the colors that 

nature provides in our flowers, trees, fruits, 

and animals always stand out. There’s no 

better inspiration for me than the British 

Virgin Islands. Take one of our most serene 

beaches: Smuggler’s Cove. When driving 

here on the western end of Tortola, along 

the Sir Francis Drake Channel, the ocean is 

about ten feet away – that’s what I call living 

in true paradise. The private road to Smug-

gler’s Cove can be rugged, but when you 

arrive, it’s the way nature intended.

Coming into Zion Hill and just before 

reaching Apple Bay, there’s a mural that 

depicts a little of the West End culture and 

its people; my late great-grandmother “Ms. 

Becca” is highlighted, which is inspirational 

in itself. Nearby, on Carrot Bay, I often head 

to D’CoalPot for ice-cold passion fruit juice 

or lemonade, along with its unmatched 

conch chowder and grilled lobster. The 

view serves as my canvas, and the sound of 

the waves never gets old. I have a soft spot 

in my heart for these places, which find 

their way into my collections’ bold prints 

that are rooted in western Tortola’s less 

touristy villages and untouched, natural 

shoreline. They’re tranquil, but full of life.

BEACH RETREATS

✷ The open-air Rum Room at Rosewood 

Little Dix Bay has more than 100 rare 

bottles from around the globe.

✷ Retreat to Moskito Island for a memo-

rable family reunion (see page 17 for more).

✷ Necker Island is a sustainable private-

island paradise, complete with fl amingos 

and lemurs. 
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Tropical Tortola and (left) 
Encuentro Beach near Cabarete 

has the DR’s most consistent surf.
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YOU CAN ALWAYS FIND SOMETHING TO DO IN GRENADA. SAINT GEORGE’S IS

fantastic; it’s the capital and is where everything happens. When I’m home on vacation 

I always make sure to visit Market Square to stock up on spices – it’s one of my favorite 

things to do because it’s always a vibrant place. Nearby, the House of Chocolate has a café 

and small museum about the history of chocolate on the island, and will let you make your 

own cocoa balls. 

The island’s food in general will surprise you. Weekly Fish Fridays in my hometown of 

Gouyave are very lively, with steel pan music or live shows. Kelly’s Hot Spot is a local favorite 

for fresh seafood from the nearby fish market. In Sauteurs, Petite Anse serves fantastic bar-

becue with a wonderful view of some of the smaller islands from its balcony.

If you like nature, visit Annandale or Concord waterfalls. They’re secluded and very 

calming – if you’re lucky, you might see a monkey. Wherever you go, you’ll discover that the 

country’s most positive attribute is our people: We are very down-to-earth, very laid-back 

and friendly.

BEACH RETREATS

✷ Plan for a romantic meal at Calabash Luxury Boutique Hotel’s vine-draped, fi ne-dining 

restaurant, Rhodes.

✷ Silversands Grenada boasts the longest pool in the Caribbean.

✷ For the choicest spot on Grand Anse Beach, stay at Spice Island Beach Resort.

GRENADA
UNWIND LIKE AN OLYMPIAN

KIRANI JAMES, TWO-TIME 

OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL 

SPRINTER, TOKYO 2021 

COMPETITOR

Annandale Falls outside Saint George’s.
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It’s more than an effortless vacation. It’s one that puts guests in control – of when they embark, 

who they interact with and how they spend their days. This innovation that makes cruising 

easier also helps us honor our commitment to health and safety. When it comes to personalized 

service, nothing compares to the MedallionClass experience.
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WHAT’S SPECIAL ABOUT ANGUILLA IS ITS SENSE OF FREEDOM AND INTIMACY

that 15,000 people share. It’s easy to know everybody; there’s a familiarity and an egalitarian 

feel. We have a stunningly beautiful marine environment and beaches, and we get a nice sea 

breeze most of the year. I try to swim at Rendezvous Beach every day if I can – I like the angle of 

the wind coming off the sea in my face. 

For boating, Prickly Pear Cays and Dog Island are my special places – undeveloped, just as 

they were a couple of hundred, if not a couple of thousand, years ago. I love that. Locals come 

here with a cooler and swim ashore to hang out for a few hours, then get on their boats and 

head back to Anguilla. The sea breaking over the reefs on Prickly Pear is magical.

Anguilla’s national sport, boat racing, was born of poverty. Because of our country’s aridity 

and lack of arable soil, we were never a successful plantation economy, so we relied more on the 

sea. As a result, we have this remarkable marine heritage and are competitive when it comes 

to sailing. If two boats come alongside, you can bet your bottom dollar a race will start. That’s 

fueled the competition and the sport ever since, and there’s no better time to witness it than on 

Anguilla Day, May 30, when we race right around the island. Sandy Ground is the best vantage 

spot, because all of the big races finish there. People line the beach and cliffs for a really cool 

bird’s-eye view over the harbor.

BEACH RETREATS

✷ Belmond Cap  uluca’s whitewashed, Moroccan-inspired domed villas brighten moods on sight.

✷ Taste your way from Tokyo to Morocco to Greece and beyond at Cuisin rt Golf  esort & 

 pa’s fi ve restaurants and bars.

✷ Four  easons  esort and  esidences  nguilla’s glamorous interiors come courtesy of 

design maven Kelly Wearstler.

✷ Spread out at  alliouhana’s 25 oceanfront acres.

✷ Book a museum-style escape to Quintessence  otel  nguilla, an intimate mansion hotel 

with a lauded art collection.

ANGUILLA
SAIL INTO THE SUNSET

DAVID CARTY, REBEL MARINE 

OWNER, BOAT DESIGNER 

AND BUILDER 
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A place to call your own.

With wide-open spaces and room to roam, there’s never been a better time to 

spread out and enjoy The Florida Keys. Swim with dolphins. Enjoy world-class 

fishing and diving. Try kayaking or paddle boarding. Or just dig your toes in the sand 

and relax. Add dock-to-table fresh seafood, and it’s like having your own private 

sanctuary. There’s never been a better time to call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

fl a-keys.com  

For the latest protocols on health & safety in The Florida Keys, 

please visit our website.
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PUERTO RICO IS FAMOUS BECAUSE

of our beaches, natural reserves such as El 

Yunque and Caja de Muertos, the old city’s 

colonial architecture, bioluminescent bays, 

and music. But also for soul food. Our cuisine 

is distinguished by its abundance of flavor-

ful meaty, crunchy, and fish dishes, with a 

healthy dose of herbs and spices. It’s the kind 

of food you want to devour. Agritourism 

activities are a great way to connect with the 

island, such as a visit to Hacienda Tres Ánge-

les in Adjuntas, a hidden gem with beautiful 

views and even better coffee. Learning about 

this part of our culture, with a cup of coffee in 

hand, is a fantastic way to spend a day. It’s not 

far from Ponce, and a great day trip from the 

popular southern city.

Piñones’ coast in the north connects metro 

San Juan to the town of Loíza, which is the 

epicenter of Afro-Puerto Rican culture. It’s 

more rustic than San Juan, and much smaller, 

with incredible ocean views. Locals come 

here on weekends for a chinchorreo, a gather-

ing of friends that may turn into a bit of a road 

trip, stopping to eat and drink along the way. 

Kiosko El Boricua and Carmín are among the 

most famous beachside shacks, known for 

fried staples such as bacalaitos (a pancake-

shaped cod fritter), sorullitos (a delicious mix 

of cornmeal and cheese), and the crowd-

pleasing alcapurrias (mashed cassava with 

taro root, green plantain, and crab or beef). 

This is the way we grow up – sharing family 

time around food. 

PUERTO RICO
TASTE OF PLACE 

JUAN JOSÉ CUEVAS, HEAD OF 

CULINARY OPERATIONS, 

CONDADO VANDERBILT HOTEL

Ray of light: El Yunque, the 
U.S. National Forest Service’s 

only tropical rain forest.
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BEACH RETREATS

✷ Don’t miss the Condado Vanderbilt Hotel’s historic pink-marble 

art deco lobby.

✷ Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve has a great water-sports 

program and outdoor activities on its 1,400 acres.

✷ Post up at Fairmont El San Juan Hotel for its proximity to down-

town and its perch on Isla Verde Beach.

✷ In the heart of Old San Juan, Hotel El Convento occupies a cheery 

yellow seventeenth-century convent building.

✷ The Ritz-Carlton, San Juan is set on a two-mile stretch of beach 20 

minutes east of Old San Juan.

✷ Tee off on The St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort, Puerto Rico’s Robert 

Trent Jones Jr.-designed golf course. 



The trademark Hyatt® and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation © 2021 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

Whether you’re ready to book your next adventure now or just beginning to plan the trip of a lifetime, Hyatt connects you 

to the people, places and stories at the heart of your world . Select from great U.S. locations such as Grand Hyatt Kauai 

Resort & Spa and Royal Palms Resort & Spa, Caribbean paradises like Park Hyatt St. Kitts Christophe Harbour and exotic 

destinations like Alila Villas Uluwatu — all featuring modern accommodations and luxurious amenities.

Discover all this, plus extraordinary service, award-winning cuisine and more, at Hyatt locations worldwide.

For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

WHEN YOU’RE READY, OUR WATERS AWAIT.

Andaz Mayakoba
Resort Riviera Maya 

Selected hotels from these Hyatt brands are Virtuoso Preferred in 2021:
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Discover Champa 
kingdoms and  
uncrowded beaches 
in a remote corner 
of Southeast Asia. 
BY DAVID HOCHMAN

Photography by Lauryn Ishak

Six Senses Ninh Van Bay,  
as seen from its Dining by  
the Rocks restaurant.
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and after all those miles, it was sweet relief 

to see our beaming driver at the Cam Ranh 

Airport bearing ginger tea and mango 

snacks, chilled towels, and his sedan’s Wi-Fi 

codes. Exactly the pick-me-up we needed 

for the final push – this time a 20-minute 

speedboat ride – to our tropical island base 

at Six Senses Ninh Van Bay. 

At this point, you may be wondering: Is it 

really worth it to trek 8,000 miles over two 

days to frolic in the sand and check out a 

few princely ruins? You’d better believe it is. 

This is the hidden “Riviera of Vietnam,” 

regal vistas and rich cultures will still be 

there when it’s time for that next grand 

adventure, and the beaches and pristine wa-

ters of Vietnam’s Nha Trang region provide 

just the refresh we deserve. 

The trip to Po Nagar Tower, overlooking 

the mouth of the Cai River in what’s now 

the boho beach city of Nha Trang, requires 

a 20-hour, one-stop flight from Los Angeles 

to Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City), a two-hour 

domestic hop to Cam Ranh, and an hour-

long transfer into town. My wife and I 

visited the summer before the pandemic, 

The red brick temples erected by Champa 

kingdoms tend to occupy the choicest hill-

tops along Vietnam’s rivers and coastlines, 

which probably explains why dozens of 

such towers endure today after more than 

1,000 years. The Cham’s reputation as 

wealthy traders of gold, silver, and spices 

was known as far away as North Africa; 

they could relish the world without ever 

leaving their beautiful homes. 

This past year has forced most of the 

world to do the same, as stay-at-home 

orders stretch on and on. Fortunately, those 

From left: Six Senses  
Ninh Van Bay villas, fish-

ing boats anchored in Nha 
Trang’s harbor after a night’s 

work (morning is the best 
time to buy seafood), and  

Po Nagar Tower.
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as some call it, with green-velvet cliffs  

rising out of the sea and reefs for the 

exploring along 50-odd miles of sawtooth 

coastline. If you picture Vietnam as a giant 

S, it’s three-quarters of the way down on the 

lower curve. Offshore, 19 mostly uninhab-

ited islets await exploration, but things 

looked quite habitable as teakwood villas, 

each with its own plunge pool, came into fo-

cus upon our approach to the resort’s dock. 

Frankly, it was a bit of a balancing act, 

this trip: My wife loves the beach; I’m more 

of a see-and-do guy. We aimed for a happy 

medium in an area of the country that’s less 

familiar to international travelers. Most 

Vietnam visitors stick to the H’s: Hanoi 

for history, Ho Chi Minh City for street 

food and bustle, Hoi An for shopping and 

its UNESCO-listed Old Town, and Hue for 

peacefulness. Nha Trang feels like “extra 

credit” Vietnam. 

“Many travelers miss out on the long 

stretch of coastline along Vietnam’s 

southern shore, which is a shame,” says 

Hong Kong-based Virtuoso travel advisor 

Chinmoy Lad, who recommends visiting 

from mid-April through mid-September, 

when skies are blue and rains are minimal. 

“The weather is generally drier than in 

nearby regions, the beaches are clean and 

powder-white in places, and you have heri-

tage and history without pizza and burger 

joints.” It’s why repeat travelers love to say 

the area reminds them of what Vietnam 

was like 25 years ago. The coffee is amaz-

ing, but don’t even think about asking if 

they have Frappuccinos. 

There are monkeys, though. Vietnam’s 

black-shanked douc langurs are among 

the rarest primates on earth – yet a small 

welcoming party of the endangered crea-

tures greeted us, swinging from boulder 

to branch along the path to our beachfront 

jungle duplex. Thao Bui Bich, our Six Senses 

“experience maker” and golf-cart chauf-

feur, explained that being on an isolated bay 

inaccessible by road protects these friendly, 

long-tailed cuties from poaching and 

habitat encroachment. “They love having a 

secret escape as much as we do,” she said. 

Set on 128 hilly acres edged by water and 

sand, the resort forces you to switch out 

your usual activities (when was the last 

time I thought of checking my in-box?) for 

Clockwise from above: 
Daydream-ready at  

Six Senses, aerial yoga, 
and fresh spring rolls 
with prawns from the 

resort’s cooking class.
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the Earth Lab near reception, a wooden 

tally board noted that 84 pounds of organic 

vegetables were harvested from the garden 

that day, and solar panels generated 20 

percent of the hotel’s energy. Even the 

chickens producing the resort’s organic 

eggs were pampered: In a pristine coop 

under a jackfruit tree, the birds ranged 

freely to piped-in classical music. “We make 

the most intelligent omelets in the world,” 

Thao said. 

AFTER SEVERAL DAYS 
of adventurous lolling (upside-down yoga 

in a suspended silk sling is my new jet-lag 

cure) we sailed back across the blue-green 

expanse for a culture dive with a guide from 

Luxe by Exo, one of Virtuoso’s on-site tour 

connections in Vietnam. Nha Trang’s tem-

ples look a little like Cambodia’s Angkor 

Wat, on a smaller scale and with far fewer 

tour buses and T-shirt hawkers. Overlook-

ing a river bobbing with blue fishing boats, 

Po Nagar Tower, dating to the eighth cen-

tury, pays tribute to the so-called Lady of 

the City, a mythological earth mother with 

99 husbands and 37 daughters. Today, the 

Cham and Chinese, along with Vietnam-

ese Buddhists and Hindus, stroll barefoot 

inside the terraced meditation halls. In the 

spring, pandemic aside, the biggest festival 

in southeast Vietnam is held here, with days 

of pageantry during which Cham dancers 

in traditional dress offer flowers and songs 

to the goddess.  

It’s believed that Po Nagar herself taught 

the region’s villagers to weave. So after the 

temple, we headed downriver on a canopied 

cruiser, its outboard gently buzzing, to visit 

a small studio of craftspeople spinning 

dyed cotton fibers into intricate tapestries 

and table coverings that are sold (at much 

higher prices than here) throughout the 

world. The farther we floated, the more 

modern life receded. Farmers with water 

buffalo plowed rice paddies along the 

banks, and we were serenaded by parakeets 

at lunch in a tranquil “ancient house” on 

the banks of a lotus pond. 

By afternoon, we were heading back to 

the future. When Aman Resorts debuted 

Amanoi in 2013, it elevated standards for 

contemporary beachside properties in  

was equally happy hanging back at the 

resort in the 12-foot hammock stretch-

ing above the surf between two trees on 

giant rocks. Our villa wasn’t bad either. 

The nearly 1,900-square-foot, multilevel 

space had its own mini wine cellar, indoor 

and outdoor showers, a handcrafted teak 

bathtub, and a hedge-enclosed pool garden 

with cushioned daybeds and direct access 

to the beach. 

What’s nice, too, is that Six Senses treads 

lightly no matter how deep you sink in. At 

endeavors that feel 100 percent more soul 

satisfying. For me that meant trekking, 

biking, fishing, aerial yoga, Vietnamese 

language and cooking classes, and day trips 

to mix with locals and pho connoisseurs. 

Late one afternoon, as the bay turned pink 

and glassy, my wife and I paddled kayaks for 

45 minutes from the dock to a sandy cove 

called Bai Nho that’s like a kid’s crayoned 

vision of a deserted beach: stick-figure 

palms, a perfect crescent of sand. The  

outing worked for both of us, though she 
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“Amanoi’s Ocean 

Pool Villa 3 has the 

best ocean views, but 

Villa 1, with a pool built 

around a rock and  

gorgeous views of 

both the mountains 

and ocean, is my 

personal favorite. In 

the vicinity you’ll find 

hikes for all levels, 

both coastal in Nui 

Chua National Park 

and inland in the larger 

mountain range.” 

– Chinmoy Lad, 
Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Hong Kong

T                    
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V                      V                      
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done by hand with Cham techniques dating 

back at least 800 years.   

On our last morning, my wife and I hiked 

a short but heart-pumping trail through lush 

hills until the jungle rooftop opened. Oppo-

site Amanoi, at a point called Goga Peak, we 

arrived at a platform with sight lines up and 

down the sparkling coast. Nearby limestone 

caves that we didn’t explore and coves still 

left to snorkel and sail lined the coast – not to 

mention beaches where my wife could chal-

lenge her Kindle’s batteries. But a satisfying 

thought struck me as we gazed out over cliffs 

and the vast South China Sea: Those ancient 

Cham views still make you feel royal. 

flip-flopping between gym, pool, and 

beach, I convinced my wife to leave the 

resort for a guided visit to another ancient 

Cham holy site at Po Klong Garai, a set 

of brick towers built as Hindu temples in 

the late thirteenth century. We had them 

practically to ourselves, since group tours 

haven’t quite discovered the spot. Later, we 

were moved nearly to tears by the skills of 

an octogenarian potter in Bau Truc pottery 

village, considered the oldest commune 

of its kind in Southeast Asia. Before our 

eyes, in a matter of minutes, she pressed 

and pinched clay from the Quao River into 

a large, beautiful jug with fluted edges – all 

Vietnam. Set within Nui Chua National 

Park, the resort has 35 mountaintop guest 

pavilions spread across 100 protected 

acres in a marine forest preserve. It feels 

more like a palatial estate than a place to 

lounge in the sun. The private beach club 

overlooks Vinh Hy Bay, and the spa, with 

its enormous fitness center and lakeside 

yoga pavilion, is so spectacular and serene, 

it’s easy to see why the resort draws wor-

shippers of its own.  

Of course, not everyone is fulfilled by 

private tai chi or Pilates sessions and 90- 

minute body wraps alone (I get a little antsy 

being enshrouded in seaweed). After a day of 

From left: Vinh Hy  
Bay viewed from Goga 
Peak and Amanoi’s  
beach club restaurant.



At Windstar, we constantly push the limits 

of upscale, small ship travel, scanning the 

globe for fresh destinations (including the 

ones you didn’t know existed) and showing them 

to you in ways no one else can. This curated collection 

features limited sailings that are singular for the sheer number 

of UNESCO World Heritage Sites visited, variety of landscapes 

explored, and menu of regional delicacies tasted. 

These are unforgettable voyages for all those who feel they’ve “been there and 

done that,” to take you to some of your favorite places while discovering new hidden 

harbors along the way that’ll make you rethink your bucket list. 

To book, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

SAIL SMALL

SELECT SAILINGS 

BY WINDSTAR

Moorea, French Polynesia

ALASKA

ALASKAN SPLENDORS 

CARIBBEAN

SAN JUAN & THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

WINDWARD ISLANDS SURF & SUNSETS

GREECE

ANCIENT WONDERS OF GREECE & EPHESUS 

TREASURES OF THE GREEK ISLES  

ITALY

CLASSIC ITALY & DALMATIAN COAST 

SICILIAN SPLENDORS 

YACHTSMAN’S HARBORS OF THE RIVIERAS 

LATIN AMERICA

COSTA RICA & PANAMA CANAL 

MEDITERRANEAN

SOUKS & SHERRIES: IBERIA & MOROCCO

SPANISH SYMPHONY 

NORTHERN EUROPE

AROUND ICELAND

SOUTH PACIFIC

DREAMS OF TAHITI

TAHITI & THE TUAMOTU ISLANDS

U.S. COASTAL

SOUTHEAST CANADIAN EXPLORATIONS  
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GO  Luxe by Exo works with 

Virtuoso advisors to design 

custom itineraries throughout 

Southeast Asia. Six days split  

between Six Senses Ninh Van 

Bay and Amanoi allow for plenty 

of beach time, with privately 

guided outings to Po Nagar Tower 

and local fishing villages and 

markets near Nha Trang, visits to 

weaving and pottery studios, and 

a spotlight on Cham ethnic cul-

ture around far-flung Phan Rang 

and inside 70,000-acre Nui Chua 

National Park. Departures: Any 

day through 2021; from $3,848.

Adventure lovers can explore 

Vietnam’s coast and interior on 

Remote Lands’ 15-day cycling 

trip from Saigon through cities 

and towns from Cu Chi and Go 

Cong to Hoi An and Hue. The 

itinerary emphasizes culture,  

culinary stops, and political his-

tory: Learn about the Vietnam 

War’s origins in Ben Tre City, 

relax on the beaches around 

Nha Trang, and glimpse vestiges 

of the Nguyen dynasty at the 

well-preserved Citadel of Saigon. 

Departures: Any day through 

2021; from $12,950.

Silversea’s 15-day sailing from 

Hong Kong to Singapore aboard 

the new Silver Moon spends two 

days cruising Ha Long Bay and 

calls at Nha Trang for day excur-

sions by bike, riverboat, private 

car, or pedicab. The 596-pas-

senger ship then heads up the 

coast for a festive New Year’s Eve 

celebration in Saigon. Departure: 

December 21; from $6,750.

Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ 

15-day Hong Kong-to-Singapore 

sailing on the Seven Seas 

Explorer features overnights in 

Chan May, Saigon, and Laem 

Chabang. The 750-passenger 

ship calls in Nha Trang for city 

tours and excursions such as an 

adrenaline-pumping climb to the 

hilltop Buddha statue at Long 

Son Pagoda and a leisurely bike 

ride to a country resort for yoga 

and a cooking class. Departure: 

November 18; from $15,699.

STAY  With 62 pool villas built 

discreetly into the landscape 

and a sophisticated barefoot 

vibe, Six Senses Ninh Van Bay 

gets jungle luxury just right. As 

with all the brand’s properties, 

environmental stewardship is 

key: The resort provides guests 

with reusable glass water bottles, 

staff biologists tend to endan-

gered langurs and reefs, and the 

resort donates water filtration 

systems and other equipment to 

schools in nearby Van Ninh and 

Cam Lam. Doubles from $936, 

including breakfast daily and one 

30-minute massage for two. 

Wellness takes center stage 

at Amanoi, home to nine lofty 

modern pavilions, two spa 

houses, 18 villas, and six palatial 

residences on the coast in Nui 

Chua National Park. Spa services 

range from one-off massages  

to monthlong detoxes with an  

in-house chef catering each 

healthy bite. Even the weather  

is cheerful; the area’s micro- 

climate means it sees more sun 

and less rain than other parts of 

the region. Doubles from $850, 

including breakfast daily and a 

30-minute wellness consultation 

or two-hour guided hike.  

Escape to Nha Trang
How to get the best of Vietnam’s less-explored coast.

Clockwise from top left: Cham potter 
Dang Thi Phan at Bau Truc village, 
Six Senses Ninh Van Bay’s organic 
garden, and market-stand pho.

Hanoi

Saigon

Amanoi

Six Senses 

Ninh Van Bay
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THE 
LIGHT 
FANTASTIC

Wish we were there: 
Sailing off Mallorca 
and (opposite) Hotel 
Santa Caterina on 
the Amalfi Coast.
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUCY LAUCHT

TIMELESS IMAGES CAPTURE THE SOUL  

OF A CLASSIC MEDITERRANEAN ESCAPE .
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shimmering blue seas, the 

scent of jasmine and honey-

suckle, the happy chatter and 

laughter of people at ease. I’ve 

always been drawn to beach 

scenes – I think of beaches 

as the collective identity of a 

nation, and I’ve been quietly 

photographing my “Spirit of 

Summer” personal project 

over the past five years. I love 

the rich, cinematic quality of 

Mediterranean beaches: the 

life, colors, and textures. 

I gravitate to scenes that 

ignite a certain nostalgia and 

longing for a different time, 

a simplicity perhaps. Film, 

which I used to shoot these 

images, was a natural medium 

for capturing this feeling. 

There’s beauty in the imperfec-

tions and the timeless quality 

and colors. I’m inspired by 

old 1950s and ’60s editions of 

Holiday and Life magazines – 

specifically, essays by photog-

raphers such as Slim Aarons 

and Ralph Crane, and writers 

like John Steinbeck. 

I’m particularly taken with 

Italian beaches. There’s some-

thing about the people, the 

color tones, the chaos, and the 

calm: August languor, grainy 

horizons, and perfect-ten 

dives. A second by the sea. A 

conversation. A bathing cap. 

I hope my photographs 

transport, and evoke the plea-

sure of being somewhere else, 

at play. Now that our ability to 

move around the world is hin-

dered, it’s especially important 

to keep a broad lens, maintain a 

wide and curious perspective, 

and remain inspired about the 

beauty of the world around us. 

IS THE FEELING

FOR ME, THE MEDITERRANEAN

OF SUN ON HOT SKIN,
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 RIGHT NOW  

IT’S ESPECIALLY  

IMPORTANT TO 

KEEP A BROAD 

LENS AND  

MAINTAIN A WIDE 

AND CURIOUS  

PERSPECTIVE  

ON THE  

BEAUTY OF  

THE WORLD 

AROUND US. 
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The Greek fishing village 
of Mandrakia on Milos.  
Opposite: Hydra’s 
wildflower-filled cliffs 
(top) and a moment on the 
Italian island of Ischia. 
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Ponta da Piedade in  
Portugal’s Algarve region 
and (opposite) fine form 
on Ischia. 
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Opposite: Hydra, Folegan-
dros. This page: Milos
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Blue heaven:  
Capri’s coastline.

               

                    

                    

                 

                 

               

                    

                                        

                                  

                                  



Take time to daydream. We will see you again soon.

Be inspired at australia.com
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During Seabourn’s seven-

day voyage from Barcelona 

to Rome (Civitavecchia), the 

458-passenger Seabourn 

Sojourn anchors in smaller 

ports, including Ciutadella de 

Menorca on the less-visited 

island of Menorca and the 

small Provençal town of Le 

Lavandou. Glitz gets a moment 

too, with stops in Saint-Tropez 

and Monte-Carlo. Corsica and 

Portovenere (for the Cinque 

Terre) round out the itinerary. 

Departure: July 3, 2022;  

from $4,999.

Travelers on Regent Seven 

Seas Cruises’ eight-day sailing 

from Venice to Athens (Piraeus) 

get a robust look at the Greek 

islands, with calls on Corfu, 

and Santorini, plus Gytheio, the 

original port for Sparta. Also on 

the itinerary for the 750-pas-

senger Seven Seas Explorer: 

Split in Croatia, and Ephesus 

in Turkey. Departure: June 19, 

2022; from $8,399.

Virgin Voyages’ 2,770-passen-

ger Valiant Lady, an adults-only 

ship (18 and over), sticks to 

Spain’s greatest party towns 

during an eight-day round-trip 

cruise from Barcelona. A call 

on Mallorca and an overnight 

in Ibiza feature, as does 

Málaga on the Costa del Sol. 

Departure: June 5, 2022;  

from $1,418.

A 12-day jaunt from Rome to 

Barcelona aboard Oceania’s 

1,250-passenger Riviera takes 

in highlights of Italy, France, 

Monaco, and Spain, from 

Portofino and Monte-Carlo to 

Mallorca and Valencia. A stop 

in Sète brings an opportunity 

to explore Arles, where Vincent 

van Gogh spent an especially 

inspired period. Departure: 

May 17, 2022; from $2,999.

A seven-day round-trip sailing 

from Barcelona with Norwegian 

Cruise Line on the 4,200-pas-

senger Norwegian Epic includes 

Cannes, Corsica, Naples, and 

other classic coastal destina-

tions in Spain, France, and Italy. 

Departures: Multiple dates, May 

1 through August 28, 2022;  

from $888.  

SAIL AWAY
PLAN AHEAD FOR MED CRUISING IN 2022.

Splashdown on Ischia and 
(right) a sun-drenched 
afternoon in Polignano a 
Mare, Puglia. 

TIP “Many people have put off Europe, and the pent-up demand is very real. European governments have generally done a competent job of  

managing the crisis, so the odds of a 2022 trip being disrupted seem remote.”  – Sue Bradley, Virtuoso travel advisor, New York City  



THE BEST WAY TO CRUISE IS ON THE RIVERS
and the best and most luxurious river cruises are with Uniworld

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your cruise 
and receive Virtuoso Voyages amenities.

Smaller ships, fewer guests  |  Always close to land  |  No lines or crowds  |  Outstanding service

The most all-inclusive amenities  |  Truly immersive experiences



TIDES THAT BIND
THE GLOW OF SUMMER BEACH TRADITIONS SHINES LONG AFTER TANS FADE.

BY KIMBERLEY LOVATO

ILLUSTRATIONS BY AGATHE SINGER

HEN YOU’RE A NATIVE CALIFORNIAN WHO MOVES 

to Belgium via a pit stop in Florida, you think about beaches 

and sunshine. A lot. Endless days of colorless, leaky skies 

will single-track your mind like that, which is how my hus-

band, daughter, and I ended up beelining it to the South of France.

The three of us first set eyes on Sainte-Maxime in 2004. I’ll never 

forget the date or time – May 14, 8 am – because the sound of cannon 

fire rang out over the port, nearly slipping me from my untanned 

skin. The day, it turned out, was the first of an annual two-day festival 

honoring the village’s namesake and military past, which kicks off 

with cavity-loosening blasts. Little did I know then that this loud but 

sun-kissed beach town tucked between Cannes and Saint-Tropez  

in Provence’s Var department would become our family’s most 

permanent address. 

My daughter, Chloe, was just 6 years old when we moved to Brus-

sels, and it was already her third house. We began swapping our win-

ter blues for the blue-shuttered French village almost immediately, 

W
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and within the turn of four seasons we’d found our summer pied-à-

terre. Less pretentious than its brand-named neighbor Saint-Tropez, 

yet just a ten-minute scenic ferry ride across the water, low-key 

Sainte-Maxime is full of the convivial diversions that characterize a 

beach town. Pastel houses with terra-cotta-tiled roofs and flowerbox-

framed windows shelter ice cream shops, open-air restaurants, and 

all-day cafés. Boutiques selling bikinis and sun hats spill into the 

narrow lanes. Across the street from the village, the sandy beach 

fills with candy-colored umbrellas and elbow-to-elbow bronzers of all 

ages, while people bob in the calm water on giant inflatable pineap-

ples or unicorns. It’s heaven for a young beach-loving family.

While other parents might record their children’s growth with pen-

cil tick marks on the kitchen wall each year, Chloe’s was marked by 

how far we let her wander. Her first dose of independence came when 

she was 9 and suggested she go, on her own, to an ice cream stand 

we can see from our balcony. We handed her a euro and she returned 

with a smile as wide as the horizon and lips stained a color of blue 



reacquainted with and hug friends we 

haven’t seen in months, especially these 

days, I feel the same anticipation for the 

embrace of my village. I look forward to 

seeing the familiar faces who will raise 

their eyebrows in recognition and shake 

our hands when we sit down in their 

restaurants. I can’t wait to sip rosé by the 

shaded pétanque courts each afternoon. I 

long to hear the symphony of cicadas and 

the hourly bells that sing from the church 

tower, the soundtrack of our family album.

As a child, I loved reading The Travels of 

Babar, which aided and abetted my wander-

lust. In it, the intrepid elephant Babar takes 

off in a hot-air balloon with his wife, Celeste. 

Author-illustrator Jean de Brunhoff, it turns 

out, spent time in Sainte-Maxime and is said 

to have been inspired by the scenery in this 

corner of the French Riviera. A local beach, 

Elephant Beach, was named for his playful 

pachyderm. But it was only recently that I 

looked at the book anew and realized that 

the aerial views of de Brunhoff’s fictitious  

village and beaches on pages four and five 

are Sainte-Maxime. As I write in wintry San 

Francisco and Chloe studies under London’s 

gray skies, I can see it now as clear as a sum-

mer day: the parasol pines and the red roofs, 

the sailboats and the deep blue Mediterra-

nean Sea. The pages of my childhood book 

are now part of Chloe’s story. Though we 

may be far from each other now, the salve 

for my longing is knowing that our memories 

are safely embedded in the cobblestones 

and sand of a blue-shuttered village in the 

South of France – just as others’ are fixed 

in the ice cream stands, café terraces, 

and shoreline strolls of their chosen spots 

around the world – waiting for us, right 

where we left them.  

summers trying to abscond from us, as 

young adults often do, our family knot tight-

ened due to our summers in Sainte-Maxime. 

With no TV in our house and no smart-

phones in the good old days, we spent 

evenings playing cards on our marble bistro 

table, doors wide open to the balcony – a 

habit that carries into our current overly 

plugged-in lives. When Chloe learned to play 

guitar, she’d practice songs while we lounged 

on the sofa. To this day, the pluck of “Black-

bird” sends me to my seaside living room. We 

no longer venture to the beach in the center 

of town, opting for quieter coves or a rollick-

ing beach club with comfy lounge chairs and 

a rosé-all-day vibe. Wherever we land, we 

fall into the same groove: I huddle under an 

umbrella with a book and a bottle of SPF 40, 

while Chloe tries to convince John to play 

Frisbee with her or toss her into the water – 

I’m not sure she’ll ever grow out of that.

Over the years, I’ve often been asked, 

“Don’t you want to visit someplace new?” 

The answer to that question was, and still is, 

“Of course”; local travel is an integral part of 

our well-suntan-oiled summer routine. We’ve 

crisscrossed the conti-

nent many times – Spain 

and Italy, Switzerland 

and Croatia. We’ve seen 

Lenny Kravitz play under 

the stars in Monte-Carlo, 

visited museums in Aix-

en-Provence and Antibes, 

crafted custom perfume 

in Grasse, and kayaked 

through France’s deepest 

gorge. But what draws us 

back to Sainte-Maxime 

year after year is the 

same tug that pulls other 

families toward Martha’s 

Vineyard, Florida’s Ame-

lia Island, or any other 

perennial family stomp-

ing ground: familiarity. As 

the world at times spins 

seemingly out of control, 

and time pulls daughters 

farther from our hearths, 

the predictable same-

ness of having your sum-

mer beach is reassuring. 

Just as we long to be  

not found in nature. As a way to foster her 

independence, we eventually asked Chloe to 

mosey to the marché couvert (covered mar-

ket) for morning croissants and her favorite 

chouquettes, pillowy puffs of golden pastry 

crusted in pearl sugar. She did this for years 

before prioritizing sleep over catering to her 

lazy parents. By the time she was 15, Chloe 

knew Sainte-Maxime by memories. Ask her 

today where something is and, while she 

can’t recite the exact name of a restaurant 

or street, she’ll say, “The ice cream place 

that packs a scoop in the shape of a rose” or 

“It’s next to the spot where my tooth fell out 

that one summer.”

Chloe nudged her way into the famed 

Côte d’Azur nightlife, often by taking visiting 

school friends, or newly acquired beach 

friends, to a café to watch soccer and sip 

soda (probably beer). Save for Bastille Day 

or the years when France plays in the World 

Cup, Sainte-Maxime’s streets and bars are 

quiet by 11 pm – the hour that, these days, 

our 22-year-old grabs her house key and 

hops the ferry to Saint-Tropez for clubbing 

until sunrise. Though she has spent many 

TO THIS DAY, 

THE PLUCK OF  

“BLACKBIRD” SENDS 

ME TO MY SEASIDE  

LIVING ROOM.
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Need to Know

HOW
TO
TRAVEL
BETTER
THE TRAVEL TIPS,  

INSIGHT, AND ESSENTIALS 

YOU NEED NOW.

HEALTH PASSPORT 

In response to new 

U.S. international 

travel regulations, 

American Airlines 

has ramped up its 

use of VeriFLY for in-

ternational travelers 

arriving in the U.S. 

The app helps travel-

ers understand inter-

national restrictions 

and provide their 

Covid test results to 

the airline. 

GREEN STREETS 

Famous for the Arc 

de Triomphe and 

infamous for its eight 

lanes of traffic and 

tourist crowds, Paris’ 

Champs-Élysées is 

set to undergo a total 

transformation. A 

$304 million project 

aimed at pedestrian-

izing and greening 

the thoroughfare will 

add bike lanes, rain 

gardens, and trees, 

and cut traffic (and 

carbon emissions). 

CROWD CONTROL 

Like many once-

crowded destina-

tions, Venice is 

reimagining how 

tourism will look post-

Covid. A new system 

that uses visitors’  

and residents’ cell 

phone data (stripped 

of any personal de-

tails) will track pedes-

trian and boat traffic 

to better manage 

congestion. Imagine if 

Big Brother gave us a 

more peaceful Piazza 

San Marco.  

TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE

Changes are coming to  
the Champs-Élysées.

Bang & Olufsen’s second-

generation Beosound A1 

Bluetooth speaker with an 

integrated voice assistant is a 

compact, waterproof way to 

give your beach getaway the 

soundtrack it deserves. $250, 

bang-olufsen.com. 

82

WE’RE OBSESSED WITH

Percentage of travelers who 

say they’re more ready to 

travel in 2021 than they 

were in 2020, according to  

a recent Virtuoso poll.

BACKGROUND RESEARCH
IF YOU’RE GOING TO …

THE CARIBBEAN 

(“Our Kind of Caribbean,” 

page 54): Read Elin 

Hilderbrand’s Paradise 

trilogy, set on Saint John 

– and slated to become 

an Ellen Pompeo- 

produced ABC series.

THE MEDITERRANEAN

(“The Light Fantastic,” 

page 80): Watch the 1999 

movie The Talented Mr. 

Ripley, starring Matt Da-

mon, Gwyneth Paltrow, 

Jude Law, 1950s glamour, 

and the Amalfi Coast.

ANYWHERE –  

OR NOWHERE JUST YET

Pick up All Abroad, the 

globe-trotting new mem-

oir by inveterate traveler 

and respected travel and 

tourism PR firm founder 

Geoffrey Weill.
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Travel to such a beauti-

ful destination for so long 

was very special. It was im-

portant to show ourselves 

that life goes on, and we 

felt supporting the travel 

and tourism industries  

was important.

French Polynesia required 

proof of a negative Covid 

test 72 hours prior to flying 

into the country, and an-

other, government-provided 

test four days after arriving. 

Air Tahiti followed all the 

expected protocols, like 

masks and sanitization, but 

also had a very balanced 

attitude. The flight was 

relaxing, not stressful.

Our daily routine: Wake up 

early, work out or go for a 

long walk, snorkel and sun-

bathe, make new friends, 

and hit repeat. Of course, 

cocktails and fabulous 

meals were interspersed 

throughout the day! 

Seeing the abundance 

of sea life in healthy coral 

reefs was amazing. Hiking 

the pineapple fields in 

Moorea was also surprising-

ly beautiful and interesting.

We couldn’t imagine plan-

ning a trip like this without 

Jennifer’s expertise. From 

navigating interisland 

flights to recommendations 

for resorts and hotels, her 

experience was invaluable. 

When we decided to extend 

our stay for an additional 

nine days, she handled  

all communications with 

the resort, including get-

ting us an upgrade to an 

overwater bungalow at a 

preferred rate.

Up next: We’re off to Nayara 

Gardens in Costa Rica for 

the month of March.

Last fall, when French Polynesia was open to international travelers, Sheryl and Mark Morgan of 

Castle Rock, Colorado, celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary with seven weeks on Bora Bora 

and Moorea. Their longtime Virtuoso travel advisor, Jennifer Hicks, worked with on-site tour compa-

ny Tahiti Legends to make traveling during a pandemic a true escape. Sheryl shares the highlights.

C  t w y         
          

ASK THE ADVISORS
WHAT ARE YOUR TOP SPOTS 

FOR FAMILY VACATIONS  

THIS SUMMER?

“I’m recommending Colorado, 

Arizona, Utah, Wyoming, and 

Montana for great outdoor spaces 

and national parks: Grand Canyon, 

Lake Powell, and Moab, to name a 

few. There’s an international feel 

to Saint Thomas and Saint John 

in the U.S. Virgin Islands, but as 

of this writing, there are no Covid 

test requirements upon returning 

home. My family recently stayed 

at the outstanding Ritz-Carlton, St. 

Thomas. We took the ferry to Saint 

John to snorkel with sea turtles and 

hike the gorgeous Rams Head trail.” 

– Lilian Mills, Hollywood, Florida

“With the uncertainty of inter-

national borders and new CDC 

requirements, families are again 

looking domestically for their trips. 

Hawaii makes for a magical vaca-

tion without border crossings. It’s 

especially popular with families 

who usually visit the Caribbean 

during spring break or summer 

and crave warm weather and the 

beach. There’s great hiking and 

other soft-adventure activities, as 

well as cultural elements that ap-

peal to families looking for some-

thing beyond sitting on a beach.” 

– Melissa Smith, Seattle

TWO TICKETS TO PARADISE

INTERVIEW

M  b                 
N t           

C  t w y         
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Gallery

ENDLESS WAVE

Irish digital artist Niall Staines takes inspiration from nature, elongating strips of a photograph to produce works with  

a surreal edge. “This piece aims to capture one of the most fleeting moments in time, the breaking of a wave, and stretch  

that moment out for eternity,” he says. Prints available at artstar.com.  @staines

Wave

Fine art digital print 

on cotton rag

NATURAL SCENES AS ARRESTING DREAMSCAPES.



VIRTUOSO ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY. 

THE WORLD 
AWAITS

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso  
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams – customized just for you. And the peace of mind  

that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before.     

Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.



Your trusted travel resource. 

Virtuoso travel advisors customize each trip with extras and perks, 
and act as your advocates every step of the way. 

 Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.




